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FROM THE EDITOR

BeaI'iIlg' WitnESS, a term often used by

psychologists, happens when one person listens as another

shares an experience. The act of being heard often gives support
to the teller, validating their story and giving meaning to the
event. Objects can also bear witness, and historians rely on their
testimony to learn about the past. The Gothic masterpiece Notre-
Dame de Paris bore witness to the turbulent history of Paris as
architecture soared higher, a revolution overthrew a king, and

Victor Hugo wrote about a hunchback.

Smaller objects—such as the exquisite ivories found in Nimrud
by Max Mallowan, Agatha Christie’s archaeologist husband—bear
witness, too. When this ancient Assyrian city was conquered

in 612 B.C., looters dumped the ivories in a well to try to blot

out Assyria’s culture. Their efforts failed: The ivories survived,
revealing the multicultural power that was Assyria, and they will

continue to bear witness to the greatness of Irag’s ancient heritage,

which has been under violent attack in recent years. Destroying
ruins is a vain attempt to obliterate the past. Traces will remain,
bearing witness to the testimony of our ancestors—whether

through massive walls of stone or small fragments of ivory.

Amy Briggs, JExecutive Editor

By
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Colorful writings paint the ancient Greek inventor as a brilliant scientist

with a knack for being at the center of a good story.
.

52 The Roman Underground

monuments to early Christianity in the Roman Empire.
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Ay

66 The Testimony of Notre-Dame de Paris 3‘&3
Through massive walls, soaring arches, and leering gargovles, 3
this Gothic masterpiece tells the story of France.

20 Amerigo Vespucci

Vespucci transfixed 16th-century Europe with
true (and not-so-true) tales of a new continent.
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"AGATHA INVESTIGATES
he Oueen of Crime observes
orkers at Chagar Bazar in
= Syria in 1935. The dig at the
" Bronze Age settlement was
directed by Christie's second
husband, Max Mallowan.

4 NEWS

& PROFILES
Cuauhtémoc faced the
might of Spain in 1521,

but the last Aztec emperor went
down fighting. His courage has
made him a hero for Mexicans.

10 MILESTONES
The world went gaga for
guano in the 1800s,

causing an economic boom that
encouraged agriculture, sparked
conflict, and shaped foreign policy.

14 WORK OF ART
Shakespeare’s Cleopatra

owes more to dl'ﬁl'ﬂﬂﬁ{f
license than to history, but his
characterization of a manipulative
temptress has inspired artists,
directors, and actresses ever since.

90 DISCOVERIES
In 1994 a red skeleton
was found in a Maya

P tomb in Palengue. Dubbing her

the “"Red Queen,” archaeologists
marveled at her unique burial.
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PICTISH SYMBOLS (main image)
carved at Trusty's Hill, southern
Scotland, depicting a dragon

e —

-

pierced by a sword. The

archaeological team (top right)

uncovers vestiges of a royal

f"__,.nﬂ #., Tf f____.,,.-a.

stronghold from the Dark Ages,

whose walls and structures
have been re-created ina

colorful sketeh (bottom right).

CELTIC BRITAIN

Rheged Revealed! Lost

Arthurian Kingdom Found

Home to the legendary slayer of the Black Knight, Rheged has been hard

BROMZE JEWEL FROM THE
ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD,
FOUND AT TRUSTY'S HILL. IT
IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN
BROUGHT THERE A5 LOOT.
DGNHAS/GUARD ARCHAEOLDGY LTD

to find, but archaeologists in Scotland have new clues to its location.

amelot, Avalon,
Tintagel: These
locations feature
prominently in the
British legends of King Arthur
and the Knights of the Round
Table, which were set during
the tumultuous sixth century
between the collapse of Ro-
man power and the coming
of the Saxons. While the tales

4 MAYAUNE 2017

might be legendary, many of
these places were very real.
Historians believed that
Rheged, a powerful kingdom
celebrated in Arthurian leg-
ends, existed, but they were
never quite sure where it
was. Led by Scotland-based
GUARD Archaeology, a re-
search team now thinks it
might have an answer.

A Royal Hub

Like many archaeological
breakthroughs, the research-
ers were looking for some-
thing entirely different
when they started digging
at Trusty’s Hill, a hill fort
in Galloway, in southern
Scotland. “What drew us
to Trusty’s Hill were Pictish
symbols carved onto bedrock
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here, which are unique in this
region,” said Ronan Toolis,
who directed the team con-
sisting of some 60 volunteers.

Vestiges of the Pictish cul-
ture of Scotland, which flour-
ished between the Iron Age
and the early medieval period,
are usually found much farther
north than Trusty’s Hill. On
examining the site further,
however, Toolis realized they
had stumbled on a remarkable
find. The Pictish engravings
seem to have formed a sym-
bolic entranceway, reminis-
cent of other sites in Scotland
associated with royalty.

The dig also turned up pot-
tery from France and a work-
shop that had produced costly

metalwork and fine jewelry,
suggesting the site was a sig-
nificant trade center. All of
these elements demonstrate
that the hilltop was once aroy-
al stronghold about A.p. 600
tor the local Britons of Gallo-
way, a region whose wealth at
this time makes it the stron-
gest contender vet for the
kingdom of Rheged.

Celebrated in Song

Rheged was once famous
for one of its kings, Urien of
Rheged, whose military ex-
ploits were praised in verse by
Taliesin, a sixth-century poet.
Urien of Rheged’s adventures
were later woven into the Ar-
thurian romances, developed

OWAIN: HERO OF RHEGED

S Le Morte DArthur, Owain, a

knight of the Round Table, hails from Rheged and is the son

(=)

of King Urien and Morgan le Fay, King Arthur's half sister.

fearful ha

him the B

sand th

en, dran

sthe co

from the 12th century onward.
The most popular version
was the 1s5th-century Thom-
as Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur,
which was, despite its French
title, the first prose version of
the Arthur cycle in English.
In Malory’s tales, Urien
of Rheged is married to Ar-
thur’s half sister, Morgan le
Fay. They have a son: a knight

AR;HI.III AND THE ROUND TABLE
Watercolor by Maximilian
von Mann, 1900, basedon a
15th-century painting at
Runkelstein Castle, ltaly

of the Round Table known as
Owain of Rheged.

Trusty’s Hill archaeological
director Toolis declares that
the accumulation of evidence
makes a compelling case that
this was once Rheged. After
centuries wreathed in mys-
tery, Owain’s elusive kingdom
might soon have a solid, Scot -
tish address.

MATIOMAL GEOGRAPHIC HISTORY 5
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Cuauhtémoc:
The Last Aztec Hero

In1521the Spanish overran the Aztec capital, but only after overcoming the furious resistance of
its last emperor. Captured, deceived, and tortured, Cuauhtémoc kept fighting to the bitter end.

Brutal, Brave,
and Brief

Circa 1495

Cuauhtémoc, son of
Emperor Ahuizotl, is born.
In 1502 his uncle (or
cousin) Moctezuma ll
becomes ruler of the Aztec
Empire.

1519

Moctezuma admits Cortés's
troops into Tenochtitlan.
Cuauhtémoc, then a military
leader, is angered by the
Spanish presence.

1520

Moctezuma dies, and the
Spanish are driven out.
Soon after, Cuauhtermoc
s appointed emperor as
Spanish forces regroup.

1521

Tenochtitlan is taken by
Hernan Cortés, and the
Aztec Empire falls.
Cuauhtémoc tries to
escape by canoe but

is captured.

1521-25

Cuauhtémoc governs,
in name only, the
Aztecs before Cortés
imprisons and
ultimately executes
him for treason.

6 MAYAUNE 2017

nthe Zocalo in modern Mexico City,
the main public square at the heart of
the Mexican capital, abust honors the
11th and last ruler of the Aztec Empire:
Cuauhtémoc. His brief reign lasted
less than ayear, and his death by hanging
at the hands of Spanish conquistador
Hernin Cortés brought to an end a cen-
tury of Aztec dominance of central
America. Cuauhtémoc’s steadfast resis-
tance in the face of the technologically
superior Spanish invaders, and his aston-
ishing courage when subjected totorture,
inspires many Mexicans to this day.
When Cuauhtémoc was appointed tla-
toani (ruler) in 1520, the empire was in
dire straits. The previous year, Aztec rul-
er Moctezuma II had allowed Spanish
troops under Cortés to enter Tenochtit-
lan, the Aztec capital, in a calculated act
of appeasement. Following the massacre
of native worshippersin the Great Tem-
ple and the death of Moctezumain 1520,
the Aztec revolted against the invaders.
The Spanish fled the city on June 30, 1520,
during the so-called Noche Triste, or
Night of Sorrows.
For a few months, Cuitlihuac,
younger brother of Moctezuma,
ruled, but succumbed to smallpox.
Becoming the new Aztec ruler,
Cuauhtémoc faced a terrible

situation: His people were being ravaged
by disease and facing an impending as-
sault by the Spanish, who had strength-
ened their numbers through powerful
alliances with the Aztec’s indigenous
enemies. A major assault on the imperi-
al capital was imminent.

The Last Emperor
Cuauhtémoc, the son of Emperor
Ahuizotl, was born around 1495 in
Tenochtitlan, a city surrounded by the
waters of Lake Texcoco (after the fall of
the Aztec Empire, the lake was drained by
the Spanish). The day of the birth coin-
cided with a solar eclipse, which the
priests read as an omen. They chose a
powerful name for the prince: Cuauh-
témoc, which means“descending eagle.”
The prince attended the compulsory
military school where young Aztec men
finished their education, and he soon es-
tablished areputation asa strong warrior.
Having achieved the rank of tlacatécatl
(the Aztec equivalent of a general), he led
the armies of Moctezuma II in various
campaigns. Cuauhtémoc was among the
first to become uneasy about Moctezu-
ma’s opening of Tenochtitlan to Cortés
and his men in November 1519.
Following the massacre in the Great
Temple in June 1520, Cuauhtémoc joined

As Cortés drew closer,
Cuauhtémoc refused to negotiate
any kind of surrender.

DAGLI ORTIART ARCHIVE

HERMAN CORTES, DETAIL FROM AN 1868 OIL PAINTING BY PETER JOHANN NEPOMUK GEIGER



the growing rebellion against the invad-
ers. When Moctezuma, held hostage by
the Spanish, addressed the rebels from
the roof of the palace in an attempt to
quell the resistance, they allegedly pelted
him with stones.

According toai6th-century chronicle,

the Codex Ramirez, the young general

Cuauhtémoc exclaimed: “What saysthe
unscrupulous Moctezuma, wife of the
Spanish? For that is what he must be
called, as with a woman’s spirit he hand-
ed himself over to them out of pure fear
and in saving himself has involved us all?

We donot want to obey him, because he
is no longer our king, so now we must
ensure punishment and retribution for
this despicable man.”

Later that night, Moctezuma died, al-
though the exact cause of his death has
never been definitively identified. Span-
ish sources claim he died from injuries
sustained from the s thrown at him
by his people, while Aztec sources say the
Spanish murdered the hostage king and
threw hisbody from the palace. Following
the death of Moctezuma, local forcesrose
up and drove the Spanish from the city.

CUAUHTEMOC (LEFT) AND HIS COUSIN ARE
TORTURED BY HERNAN CORTES. OIL PAINTING
BY LEANDRO IZAGUIRRE, 1893, NATIONAL
MUSEUM OF ART, MEXICO CITY

DEASSCALA, FLORENCE

Following the brief reign of Moctezuma’s
younger brother, General Cuauhtémoc
became the 11th Aztecemperor—andthe
empire’s last hope—in the fall of 1520.

Meanwhile, Cortés had mustered an
army outside Tenochtitlan made up of
some Qoo Spaniards and tens of thou-
sands of indigenous allies. Knowing an
attack was coming, Cuauhtémoc ordered
the bridges linking Tenochtitlan to the
mainland be raised and stockpiled weap-
ons and provisions across the city. As
Cortés drew nearer, Cuauhtémoc retused
to negotiate any kind of surrender.

MATIOMAL GEQGRAPHIC HISTORY 7



PROFILES

LELIM

3 .|;'|I.' - -
% X -
L] . 1
it
Ll ]
=
.
[ 0 dD
O Bk ] a Ml
CHE Oor o 0 e O
chng ol = O
a " 'l
A Desperate Siege

Starvation and smallpox ravaged
Tenochtitlan during the siege, but
Cuauhtémoc held strong. Cortés em-
ployed brigantines, two-masted sailing
ships, asa blockade onthe watersof Lake
Texcoco, forcing Cuauhtémoc and his
men to retreat to Tlatelolco, the city

ma vomen as his mistre

chieftains, and two wives who were tribal leaders.”

BUST OF CUAUHTEMOC, ZOCALD, MEXICO CITY
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adjacent to Tenochtitlan in the north of
theisland. Here, Cortés himself later re-
corded in his letters that “of hunger and
thirst they would die as there was noth-
ing to drink except the salt water of the
lagoon.” Even so, Cuauhtémoc warned
his generals that “anyone daring to de-
mand peace would be killed.”

Wit
v
P

ARCOYAGE FOTOSTOCK

At the end of July 1521, Tenochtitlan
was overrun. The temples were de-
stroyed, and bodies filled the streets. De-
spite the bloodshed, Cuauhtémoc would
not yield. In August, as the Spanish and
their allies made a final assault on neigh-
boring Tlatelolco, Cuauhtémoc tried to
flee in a canoe with his family and some
dignitaries. The canoe was spotted, and
a brigantine cut off its escape route. See-
ing the overwhelming strength of hisen-
emies, who bore down on him with bows
and arrows and rifles, Cuauhtémoc final-
ly surrendered.

The emperor was taken to Hernin
Cortés, who had been watching the
showdown from the palace. There, Cu-
auhtémoc is reported to have said: “Ah
captain! I have now done everything in
my power to defend my kingdom and lib-
erate it from your hands, and as fortune
hasnot favored me, take my life, asisjust,



SETTLING
TRIBAL SCORES

THE TLAXCALA, who had allied
with Cortés against the Mexica
(the Tenochtitlan-based Aztec
ruling class) depicted the surren-
der of Cuauhtémocin anillustrat-
ed history known as the Linen of
Tlaxcala. In this later copy of the
linen (right) produced in the 19th
century, Cortés, seated, receives
the captured emperor. Above
them is written in Nahuatl: “With
that, the Mexica were finished.”

VASE WITH THE
FACE OF TLALOC
(AZTEC RAIN GOD),

GREAT TEMPLE
MUSEUM,
MEXICO CITY

and so doing you will finish the Mexican
kingdom.” At first, Cortés wanted to
placate Cuauhtémoc and so offered to
recognize him as leader of the Aztec, in
return for tribute. He pledged that the
Aztec would be allowed to reconstruct
their city and continue with their lives.

Cortés soon broke his promises to the
ruler. Although Cuauhtémoc continued
as governor of Tenochtitlan in name, lit-
tle by little he noted that any real power
he enjoved was being transferred to his
cousin Tlacotzin, who was viewed by
Cortés as the more pliable man. Cortés
by this time deeply feared Cuauhtémoc,
regarding him as “bellicose.” He suspect -
ed, withjustification, that the gifted gen-
eral would be capable of leading another
rebellion. To quell his fears, he ordered
the ex-emperor to be kept in prison in
Coyoacan, near Tenochtitlan, where he
kept a close eye on him.

CUAUHTEMOC SURRENDERS TO HERNAN
CORTES. 19TH-CENTURY COPY OF PANEL 48
OF THE LINEN OF TLAXCALA

Torture and Death

Treasure was uppermost in the Span-
iards’ minds, especially the rumored
cache abandoned in Tenochtitlan during
the Night of Sorrows. Intime, when oth-
er tactics had failed, Cortés resorted to
torture to encourage Cuauhtémoc to co-
operate with the hunt for the lost gold.
Cuauhtémoc and his cousin had their feet
plunged into boiling oil. In the middle of
this torment, when, in desperation, his
cousin urged him to give up the where-
abouts of the treasure, Cuauhtémoc cool-
ly observed, “Am [ enjoying some kind of
delight or bath?” Finally though, Cuauh-
témoc did talk, telling Cortés that short-
ly before the city had fallen, the gods had
revealed that the end of Tenochtitlan was
inevitable. At this point, he said, he had
all the gold tossed into the lake. Despite
extensive searches by the Spanish, no
treasure was ever found.

BRITESH LIERARYAGE FOTOSTOCK

In October 1524 Cortés was forced to
leave Tenochtitlan and travel to Hondu-

ras to quash an ongoing rebellion there.
For protection, he took Cuauhtémoc and
his high officials with him so they could
not stir up a revolt in Tenochtitlan.
During the trip, a noble from the city of
Tlatelolco told Cortés that Cuauhtémoc
was plotting a new revolt against him.

In early 1525 Cortés ordered his men
tointerrogate Cuauhtémoc and his cous-
in on suspicion of treason and then or-
dered them tobe executed. Before he was
hanged, Cuauhtémoc’s final words to the
conquering Cortés are said to have been:
“I knew what it was . .. to trust to your
false promises; I knew that yvou had des-
tined me to this fate since [ did not fall by
my own hand when you entered my city
of Tenochtitlan.”

—Isabel Bueno

MATIONAL GEOGRAFHIC HISTORY 9
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Gaga for Guano! The
Oddest Boom of the 1800s

In the 19th century a frenzy for better fertilizer sent global demand for guano soaring,
sparking colonial wars, American expansion, envious fortunes, and cruel exploitation.

hen the first shipment
of Peruvian guano ar-
rived at the docks of
Southampton, Eng-
land, in 1840, the
stench reportedly left the townspeople
reeling. Few recognized it at the time,
but this noxious cargo was poised to be-
come the hottest, if not the smelliest,
commodity of the mid-19th century.
Across both Europe and the United

10 MAYRINE 2007

States, population growth was strain-
ing the limits of agriculture, but guano(a
polite term for dried bird excrement) had
exactly the right fertilizing properties
to revive depleted soil. Guano’s near-
miraculous properties caused demand
to skyrocket, triggering a financial boom
that would shape diplomacy and trigger
wars. For some, the craze brought fabu-
lousriches; for all too many, however, it
brought misery and financial ruin.

Highs and Lows

Guano contains nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium, essential nutrients for
healthy soil. In 1803, during his journey
around South America, the Prussian
naturalist Alexander von Humboldt had
noted that even in the desert coastal ar-
eas of Peru, plants fertilized with gua-
no grew exuberantly. Its use in Peru was
the outgrowth of centuries of agricultural
practice, its properties recognized by the



pre-Columbian civilizations of the Mo-
che and the Inca. The name guano comes
from huanu, which in the Inca language,
Quechua, means “dung.”

The guano shipped to Southampton
in 1840 originated on the Chincha Is-
lands, some 14 miles off the Peruvian
coast and the nesting grounds for mil-
lions of seabirds. Vast flocks of seagulls,
pelicans, cormorants, gannets, and oth-
ers gather there to feast on the schools
of fish that teemin the waters cooled by

the Peru Current. For-
merly named for
that same scien-
tist who noted

MILESTONES

FINE FEATHERED FERTILIZER

EVERY DAY FOR MILLENNIA, seabirds on the islands and islets of Peru
each deposited roughly 1.5 ounces of excrement. The dry climate pre-
served the nutrients in these mountains of dung. Consisting of 9 to 21
percent nitrogen, 4 percent phosphorus, and about 2 percent potassium,
guano was a boon for the nutrient-starved fields of Europe and America.

SAILORS ON A GUAND ISLAND [N PERLA, 1830 ENGRAVING

the properties of guano, the Peru Cur-
rent flows north along the west coast
of South America, creating favorable
conditions for marine life, which inturn
provides a cornucopia for hungry birds.
Generations of them had left excrement
layers over a hundred feet deep on un-
disturbed islands. The arid conditions
of these places kept the fertilizing prop-
erties intact (too much rain would wash
away the nutrients and lower their con-
centration). Thanks to its desert con-
ditions, the Chincha Islands contained
what many considered to be the source
of the finest guano on the planet.

. William Gibbs’s firm reaped
|| profits of 80,000 to 100,000
' pounds sterling a year.

WILLIAM GIBBS, OIL PAINTING BY EUGENE-FRANCOIS-MARIE-JOSEPH
DEVERIA, 1850, TYNTESFIELD ESTATE, SOMERSET, ENGLAND

‘Winners and Losers

Experiments carried out in 1840 demon-
strated that Peruvian guano was far su-
perior to the slurry traditionally used to
fertilize British crops. Alert to the poten-
tial, the Peruvian government allowed
British and French companies, as well as
local ones, to collect and trade this valu-
able commodity in return for a cut of the
profits, which were considerable: Mer-
chants who bought guano at 12 pounds
sterling per ton could sell it for double
that amount. A single guano shipment
could bring in 100,000 pounds profit
for merchants.

The British entrepreneur William
Gibbs had businessinterests in Peru that
enabled himtoenter the guano game very
early. He became the principal exporter
to Britain and grew fabulously wealthy
asaresult. Between 1842 and his death in
the 1870s, William Gibbs’s firm reaped
profits of 80,000 to 100,000 pounds
sterling a vear.

MATIOMAL GEOGRAPHIC HISTORY T1



MILESTONES

SUICIDE was frequentamong
workers, driven to despairby —

the exhausting work, shown ~— —

here in an 1857 engraving.-
causedbyinhalingtoxic —
gudBBoISt——————

Many also died from diseases

-
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For a while, guano was the linchpin of
the Peruvian economy. In thelate 1840s
it accounted for some 5 percent of tax
revenues; between 1869 and 1875 it had
risen to around 8o percent. Peru was
living off bird excrement: From 1840 to
1870, Peru exported 12 million tons of it.

Yet, many others were dying from it.
Removing solidified bird feces was an
arduous task, and not only because of

THE SWAN LEGACY

AMERICAN ADVERTISEMENT FOR PERUVIAN GUANO = A1 RENUNERATIVE
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the stink and the searing heat. When
the workers, using picks and shovels,
opened up breaches in the guano in or-
der to extract it, they inhaled noxious
dust containing pathogens that caused
respiratory illnesses such as histo-
plasmosis, as well as severe dysentery
caused by the deadly Shigella bacteria.
Nobody in Peru wanted to work on
the guanoislands, and nobody could be

L

forced todo soas the country had abol-
ished slaveryin 1854. Infact, some of the
income from guano was being used to
pay off the former slave owners. In the
absence of a local workforce to harvest
the guano, Chinese indentured servants
were brought in. But the conditions
proved unendurable even for these har-
dv workers. As replacements, laborers
were sought from Pacific islands such
as Easter Island. Often recruited
using underhand tactics, many is-
landerseffectively became prison-
ers of the guano press-gangs.

Reaping the Results

The boom sparked a frenetic search
for new guanoreserves.In1843, for
example, British traders started to
exploit a 25-foot-deep layer cov-
ering the island of Ichaboe, off the
coast of West Africa. By 1845 up
to 450 boats and thousands of men

ALANYREO



A CULTURE DESTROYED

Faced with reluctance on the
part of Chinese indentured ser-
vants to harvest guano, Peruvian
merchants sought labor elsewhere.
In 1862 the Peruvian ship Bella Mar-
garita, scouring Polynesia in search
of manual labor for sugarcane plan-
tations and guano islands, anchored
at Easter Island. It returned to Peru
with 154 islanders on board, later
sold by the captain for large sums of
money, despite the official prohibition
on slavery. Although some islanders
came willingly, there is ample evidence
~ that they were misled as to the nature,
anig%—;nd, of the work they would

e 4 =

fought over whatever was left. The next
spring, when the last sack of guano had
been loaded, the island was abandoned.

The United States also wanted more
access to cheaper guano but was frus-
trated by established British interestsin
Peru. As farmers formed an influential
sector of his electorate, U.S. president
Millard Fillmore included references to
guano in his State of the Union addressin
1850, indicating he would do all he could
for the “purpose of causing that article
to be imported into the country at area-
sonable price.”

The U.S. government took more for-
mal action in August 1856 when the U.S.
Congress passed the Guano Islands Act,
which authorized American citizens to
take possession of any island contain-
ing deposits of guano, provided it was
not inhabited or under the jurisdiction
of another state. The imperial expan-
sion was, in part, prompted by guano

that became known as “blackbirding.”
According to the Chilean consul in the
Peruvian port of Callao, the Easter Is-
landers did not understand the lan-
guage in which their “contracts” were
written. In total, around 1,400 island-
ers were taken, estimated at around 34
percent of the population. Only about
15 ever made it back. On their reinte-
gration into society, these returnees
spread smallpox, further depleting
the population and contributing to its
cultural and social collapse.

ENGRAVING OF EASTER ISLAND FROM 1797 DEPICTING A VISIT

be assigned—an underhand practice ynmouc

fever and motivated the United States
to take over its first territories in the
Pacific and Caribbean, such as the atolls
of Midway and Johnston in the Pacific,
and Navassa Island in the Caribbean.
To this day, the latter is still the subject
of an ownership dispute between the
United States and Haiti.

The island also evidenced the dark-
er side of the guano trade. Revolting
against barbaric working conditions, in
1889 black guano workers on Navassa
Island rose up and killed five of their su-
pervisors. Three of the ringleaders were
condemned to death. But in one of the
first demonstrations of political mobi-
lization by the U.S. African- American
community—spearheaded by the fra-
ternal societies such as the Order of Gal-
ilean Fishermen —their appeal reached
the American president himself, Benja-
min Harrison, who commuted the men’s
death sentences to life imprisonment.

OROMOL/ALELIM

In the end, however, dwindling re-
serves took the air out of the guano
bubble. Even though Spain occupied
the Chincha Islands in 1864 to recoup
the debt it claimed Peru owed them, the
guano boom was winding down. When
Norway began the production of artifi-
cial nitrogen fertilizer in 19os, the guano
era was over.

The influence of the boom, however,
isnot. The 1856 legislation that granted
U.S. control over guano-bearing islands
has been applied as recently as 2014 —
but this time it was for preservation, not
profit. The United States relied on the
1856 act to expand the size of the Pacific
Remote Islands Marine National Mon-
ument, now the world’s largest marine
reserve. About 490,000 square miles
are protected now, largely thanks to the
19th-century craze for guano.

— Enrique Meseguer
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ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA

Taking Liberties
With the Queen

Although the Egyptian ruler may well have been shrewd and
level-headed, Shakespeare reimagined her as a manipulative
femme fatale. “Age cannot wither her,” he wrote in Antony and
Cleopatra, and his iconic creation has colored history ever since.

ollywood legend

says that when

the American

director Cecil B.

DeMille offered
the actress Claudette Col-
bert the titlerole inthe 1934
film Cleopatra, he asked her:
“How would you like to be
the wickedest woman in
history?” DeMille’s harsh
assessment is just one of
the many scathing judgments
of Cleopatra, queen of Egypt
from s1to 30 B.C., and last of
the Ptolemaic rulers. Dante placed her in
the second circle of hell for carnal lust,
and George Bernard Shaw dubbed her “a
silly little girl”

Perhaps the most famous depiction ot
Cleopatra was created by William Shake-
speare, whose 1607 play Antony and Cleo-
patra paints her as a sinister marvel of se-
ductive eloquence, capable of destroying
great Roman leaders and vast empires.

Shakespeare’s primary ambition was
to write captivating drama rather than
historically accurate biography, so it’s
305B.C.

LLLK]

Life and
Loves in

Egypt
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and general under
Alexander the Great,
founds the Ptolemaic

dynasty in Egypt.

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
CIRCA 1610, NATIONAL PORTRAIT
GALLERY, LONDON

Ptolemy, former bodyguard

no surprise that his Cleo-
patra is an accretion of
myth and legend. But the
ancient authors who claim
todocument the truth about
Cleopatra often seem just
as fanciful as Shakespeare.
The best ancient account
of her life comes from the
Greek biographer Plutarch,
whose Life of Mark Antony,
written more than a centu-
ry after Cleopatra’s death,
was the main source that
Shakespeare consulted for
hisplay. Many aspects of the “true” Cleo-
patraare impossible to establish, but the
popular image of Cleopatra as a cunning
seductressis largely a Shakespearean cre-
ation made from borrowed and embel-
lished bits of Plutarch’s narrative.
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The Conqueror and the Queen

Following the death of Alexander the
Great, the Ptolemies founded a new dy-
nasty in Egypt in 305 B.c. By the time
Cleopatra wasborn, around 69e.c., most
of the Ptolemies’ greatest achievements

Circa698.C

Cleopatra VIl is born.
She will ascend to the
throne and co-rule Egypt
with her younger brother
Ptolemy Xlll in 51 B.C.

48 B.C.

After being forced by her brother
to flee to Syria, Cleopatra raises
an army and returns to battle for
power. Julius Caesar arrives in
Alexandria to broker a peace.

CLEOPATRA (right), in a relief
at the Temple of Hathor,
Dendera, Egypt, stands with
her son, Caesarion (far right),
fathered by Julius Caesar.
After her suicide in 30 B.C.,
Caesarion was executed on
the order of Octavian.

GEORGE STEINMETZ

had taken place centuries before. The Li-
brary of Alexandria and the Great Light -
house of Alexandriaboth date to the third
centurys.c.,asdo the dynasty’s scientific
breakthroughs, such as the calculation of
the Earth’s circumference by Eratosthe-
nes. As a Ptolemy herself, Cleopatra was
heir to an illustrious cultural tradition,
and she could count Alexander the Great
among her ancestors.

After becoming Julius
Caesar's lover, Cleopatra
returns to power. She
will later give birth to
their son, Caesarion.

47 B.C.  M000000000000ana0nooonioinioon



Plutarch probably exaggerated some-
what when he claimed that Cleopatra
could speak nine languages, but other
sources confirm that she was a gifted
polyglot. In addition to her native Greek,
she also spoke Egyptian, which made her
popular among the native Egyptian pop-
ulation. She may also have spoken some
of the native languages of Syria, Persia,
and the Near East. Plutarch compared her

oo 44 B.C.

Cleopatra makes a
state visit to Rome with
Caesarion. While she is
there, Julius Caesaris
assassinated.

41B.C.
Mark Antony

summons Cleopatra

to meet him at Tarsus
in modern-day Turkey.
The pair become lovers.

voice to “an instrument of many strings,
with which she could pass from one lan-
guage to another.”

In 48 B.c. a 21-year-old Cleopatra was
feuding with her 13-vear-old brother
over the throne. Eager to secure the grain
supply from fertile Egypt for the Roman
world, Julius Caesar and his men docked
at Alexandria just in time to act as arbi-
trators in the dispute. Although Caesar

31ecC

Cleopatra and Mark
Antony's joint naval
forces engage with
Octavian at Actium,
and are routed.

could have seized the empire for Rome,
or put the young Ptolemy on the throne,
he opted instead to support Cleopatra.
Plutarch related her now famous ruse
to enter the palace where Caesar was
quartered: She concealed herself in a
rolled-up carpet and a servant delivered
her as a gift. After she was smuggled in-
side, Caesar found her utterly convinc-
ing and captivating. He lingered in Egypt

Mark Antony commits
suicide, followed
shortly by Cleopatra.
Octavian has
Caesarion killed.

OPENING PAGE OF ANTONY AND CLEDPATRA, FIRST FOLIO, 1623, FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY, WASHINGTON, DC.
COURTESY FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LISRARY
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United in Death

CLEOPATRA AND ANTONY struggled for a dec-
ade against Octavian over control of Egypt,
only to be defeated at the Battle of Actium
in 318.c. When Octavian's forces entered Al-
exandria the next year, Antony took his life.
Cleopatra barricaded herself in her mausole-
um where she would, it is said, take her own
life by snakebite. In his play, Shakespeare in-
cludes the detail that her body was reunited

“THE DEATH OF CLEOPATRA"
BY GUIDO CAGNACCI, PAINTED 1659-1663,
VIENNA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, AUSTRIA
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with that of Mark Antony: “She shall be buried
by her Antony,” Octavian orders. “No grave
upon the earth shall clip [embrace] in it /
A pair so famous.” Archaeologists have not
yet found this famed tomb—but not for lack
of trying. Excavations have occurred off the
shores of Alexandria, where much of the old
city has been submerged, and at the temple
of Taposiris Magna on the outskirts of the city.

MARK ANTONY ON AN
AURELS, STRUICK IN GAUL

ARGALEUM







