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Dear reader,

Tm very excited that 7ou’re hol&ihs the Kindle edition of

Diary of a Wim‘ay Kid in your Nands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kindle, T was amazed ot
+he ?ossibiliﬁes. Carryihs a whole library around with me on a

device T could fit in the ‘)dlm of my Khand? Amaziha.

What's been very rewarding to me as an author has been
seeing kids carrying their dog-eared copies of Diary of a
Wimpy Kid with them. The Kindle allows kids to have the
whole series at their fingertips, and the reading experience

is crisp and clean eVer7 time . . . with no chance of +oda7's




breakfast s+aihih3 +he pages.

Thank you for ?urc}msiha Diary of a V‘""‘P)’ Kid on your
Kindle. T \\o‘)e "+ gives yo lots of |au3¥\s and you have as

much fun reading it as T did writing i+.
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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATF







SEPTEMBER



iUCde¥

First of all, let me get something straight: This
is a JOURNAL, rot a diary. T krow what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out to

buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her o

get one +hat didnt say "Jiary“ on it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk Yo catch me

carryihs +his book around and 3e+ +he wrong idea.

SISSY!

The other +)nih3 T want to clear vp rig)n-l' away



is that this was MOM’s idea, not mine.

But if she +)nihks I’m soihs ‘o write dowh m7/
"-Feelihss" in here or whatever, she’s crazy. So
Just dont expect me to be all “Dear Diary” +his

and “Dear Piary“ +hat.



PUNCH



The only reason T agreed to do this at all is
becavse T figure later on when T'm rich and
famous, T have better things to do than
answer people’s stupid questions all Jay long. So

this book is gonhhd_come in hah&y.

%@ s AEVRYS
Y O
- YO|U]|QT SOVESMART

j AND
CHILDHOOD! HANDSOME?

Like T said, T be famous one do\y, but for now



T'm stuck in middle school with a bunch of morons.

MORONS Sy

/ =\
L .




Let me just say for the record that T think
middle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who havent hit their
growth spurt yet mixed in with these gorillas who

need to s)naVe twice a Jo\y.

And then ﬂ\e}/ wonhder w}wy bullyiha is such a big

\Droblem in_middle school.

T it was up_to me, Srac}e levels would be based



on heia}ﬁ', not age. But then asdu'h, T guess
+hat would mean kids like Chiras Gup‘ha would

still be in the first srac}e.




Todo\y is the first Jay of school, and right now
were Jus-l' wqi-h'hs around for the teacher o )nurry
up and finish the seating chart. So T f.’sure& T

mis)n‘l' as well write in this book o pass +he time.

By the way, let me give you some good advice. On

the first day of school, you got to be real careful

where you_sit. You walk into the classroom and just
plunk your stuff down on any old desk and the

next -H\ihs you know the teacher is sayihs— So in this class, T got stuck

front of me andfLi I cLli ALL LIKE
‘B 5F SITTING,
B E ARE YOUR

PERMANENT SEATS.

GAARY
)/ \\% N

&l 7N\

D
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Jason Brill came in late and almost sat to my
right, but |uckil7/ T s+o\>\>ed that from ha?\)ehihs

at the last second.

THIS
TA 1B
TAKEN?

L] "J
—~\a»
—

Next Perio&, T should Just sit in +he middle of a
bunch of hot sirls as soon as L step in +he
room. But T guess T do 'H\dd’, it Jus-f proves

T didnt learn ahyﬂxihs from last year.




NOTE TO | CERTAINLY!




Man, T don+ know WHAT s up with girls these
c}d}/s. T+ used to be a whole lot sim‘aler back in
elemeh+o\r7/ school. The deal was, if you were +he

fastest runner in your class, you got all +he girls.

And in the fifth grade, the fastest runher was

Ronnie McCoy.

Nowac}o\ys, its a whole lot more comylica-l'ecl. Now
its about the kind of clothes you_ wear or Now
rich 7Iou are or if 7/ou }\aVe a cute butt or w%cﬁeVer.

And kids like Ronnie McCoy are scra+c}\ih3 their



heads wohderihg what the heck }m\)\)ehed.

The most popular boy in my grade is Bryce
Anderson. The thing that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into_girls, but kids like
Bryce have only come around in the last couple

O'F )/ears.



I remember how Bryce used to act back in

e|emeh+ar7/ school.

LPQWT”

sTGIRIS ARE
STINKY POE

But of course now I Joh’-l' 3e+ ah7/ credH' for

sticking with the girls all this time.

Like T said, Bryce is the most popular kid in our
srade, so that leaves all the rest of us auys

scramblihs for the other spots.

ﬂ\e best T can fisure is that T'm somewhere



around 52nd or 53rd most \)0\>u|dr +his yeqr.
But ﬂ\e Sooc{ news s ﬂ\o\‘!' I’m about to move
up ohe spot because Charlie Davies is above me,

and he’s se-H'ihs his braces next week. ’_ﬁ_




T try to explain all this Po?ulari-ry stuff +o my
friend Rowley (who is ‘Drobably *\o\/erihs ris}ﬁ'
around the 150 mark, b}/ +he wa)/), but T think

it Jus+ goes in one ear and out the other with him.

Wednesday

Toclo\)/ we had P\'\)’S EJ, so the first 'H\ihs T
did when T 30+ outside was sneak off +o the
basketball court to see if +he Cheese was still

there. And sure ehoug)n, it was.







That piece of Cheese has been sitting on the
black top since last spring. T guess it mustVe
dropped out of someone’s sandwich or something.
After a couple of days, the Cheese started getting
all mo|cl7/ and nasty. \\\obody would play basketball on
the court where the Cheese was, even though that

was the oh|7/ court that had a )noop with a net.

Then one day, this kid named Darren Walsh
touched the Cheese with his finger, and that's
what started this thing called the Cheese Touch.
T+'s basically like the Cooties. Tf you get the
Cheese Touch, youre stuck with it until you

pass_it_on to_someone else.




The oh|>/ way to protect yourseh[ from +he

Q\eese Touc)n 1S to cross your fihsers.



But it's not that easy remembering to keep your
fingers crossed every moment of the Jay. T ended
up_taping mine +09e+¥\er so ‘H\ey’c} s+o\7/ crossed

all the time. T got a D in handwriting, but it

was +o+o\||7 worth it.

This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese
Touch in April, and nobody would even come near
him for the rest of the year. This summer Abe
moved away to California and ook the Cheese

Touc)n wiﬂ\ Hm.

T J'us+ }\ope someone doesn+t start the Cheese
Touc)n up asaih, because I dont need ‘H’\d‘l’ kind

of stress in ry. |ife anymore.

H)UFdey



Tm \\o\vihs a serious|7/ hard +ime getting vsed
o 'H\e fact 'H'\dd' Summer—is-over—and I hcwe +to

3e+ out of bed eVery morhihg +o 90 +o sc}\ool.

M7/ summer did not exo\c+|7l get off 10 a great

start, thanks to my older brother Rodrick.
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A couple of days into summer vacation, Rodrick

woke me up in the middle of the night. He told

me T slept through the whole summer, but that
luckily T woke up_ just in time for the first

c}d?/ of school.

P

You might think T was pretty dumb for falling
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed uvp in his
school clothes and he set my alarm clock_ahead +to
make it look like it was the morning. Plus, he

closed my curtains so L couldnt see that it was



After Rodrick woke me up, T Just got dressed and

went downstairs to make m;/seh[ some breakfast,

like T do every morhing oh_a school &ay.
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But T guess T must have made a \)re-Hy {)is
racket because the next +)nih3 T knew, Dad was

downstairs, yellihs at me for eating Cheerios at

_I‘l’ took me a minute to {isure out what the heck

was soihs on.

After T did, T told Dad that Rodrick had



W&—HF%’eoh—he,—ahé—H;w\ﬁ—Hw—ehe%ﬁ#i
shovld-be-getting-yelled-art—

Dad walked down to the basement to chew

Rodrick out, and T +d33ecl dlohe. T couldn®

wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was comihe 1o him.
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But Rodrick covered up his 4racks ?re‘H'y 3004.
And to this Jo\y, T'm sure Dad thinks Te

got a screw loose or some+)nih3.

Frida;g

Todo\y at school we got o\ssiahec} to readihs groups.

T}\ey dont come rig\'ﬁ' out and el you if
you’re n ﬂ\e Gh[-l'ecl group or -H\e Eo\sy 9roup,

but you_can 1[i3ure it out risH' away b)/ |ookih3
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T was ?re‘H;/ Jisa\‘)?oih-feé to find ovt T 30+

1|>u+ n ﬂ\e Gifted group, because +)na+ Vius+ means

a lot of extrawork.

When ‘H\e)/ did the screening at the end of last

7ear, T did m;/ best +o make sure T 3o+ 1‘>u+ in

the .E.qsy. group._this e ———————

TFREBK?I@KED UP

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ THEUROOK." )




Mom is alwa)/s sa;n'he T'm a smart kid, but that

T iust dont “apply” myself.
J | A
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But if +here’s one +)nih3 T learned from Rodrick,
it's to set ?eoPIe’s expectations real low so you
end up_surprising them {>7/ \arac-ﬁcally doing

hoﬂ-\ihs at all.

= | ¢ FF
= 8?51—:N TABLE

ORE I GET HOME

FROM WORK.







Ac+ua||;/, T'm kind of 3|o\& my \‘alah to get put

n ‘H\e Easy 3rou1‘> Aic{h"i' work.

T saw a cou?le of the “Bink Sa)/s Boo” kids

_holding...:thcm...b.o.o.k.s....y.?..s.i.dg....down, ...... and Tdont

+hink they were iokina.
/ J [

Sa+urda¥

Most kids wake up earl/y on So\+urdo\/y to watch

cartoons or whatever, but not me. The ohl}/ reason

T aet out of bed at all on weekends is because

eVeh‘I'ud“)/, T con*t stand the taste of m;/ own

breath anymore.




K
LK

f‘-‘{
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/, Dad wakes vp at 6:00 in the
morning ho matter WHAT clay of the week it
is, and he is not real considerate of the fact
that T am 4rying o enjoy my Saturday like

a_hormal person.

T didnt have ahyﬂxihg to do +oclo\>/ so T Jus-l'

headed up_to Rowley’s house.



Tve been aVoidihg Rowley since the first Ja;/ of

school, when he did Someﬂ\ihe +hat reall;/

o\hho)/ecl me.
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We were aetting our stuff from our lockers at

the end of the Jo?/ , and Rowley came vp to me

and said— T have +old Rowley at least a billion times that




Tve been +r;/ih3 1o be a lot more careful about

m;/ image ever since L 3o+ to middle school. But

having Row|e>/ around is &efihﬁel)/ hot kelPihe.
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T met Row|e7l a few years ago when he moved

nto m7/ heis}\borhooé.

His mom bous}ﬁ' him this book called “How o
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came to

my house +r7/ih3 all +hese dumb Simmicks.

I ]
@@ EXEUSE M@\
|

~THERMESBE SOME |
WAY> TOTICKLE VS%AAY

YOUR'FUNINY BONE!

r 4

"?? \\\

e




T guess T kind of felt sorry for Rowle;/, and T

decided to take him under m;/ wihg.

T+'s been 3rea+ )ndvihg Nim around, mos+|;/ because

Il ' ' I
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D \WETHAT IF YOUR HAND
%@%@Ww FACE ITS A
SIGN-OF “LOW- INTELLIGENCE”?

PR

\ s { REA

(e

vty DO 1

LIANIT "y ML



INTECVIEMNEE ? L\ W

@LLIGENCE"?

- B
7NN

[ HPREELLET A

MEACHECK. \‘-"

« AGAIN.
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Mohday

You know how T said T ?lo\;/ all sorts of ?ro\hks

on Rowle)/? Well, T have a little brother named

Mahh)/, and T could NEVER aet away with

t\)u“ih& ah;/ of that stuff on him.

Mom and Dad protect Mahhy like he’s a prince or

some-ﬂ\ihg. And he never gets in trouble, even if

Yesterday, Manny drew a self-portrait onpmy
Y P

bedroom door in ?ermaheh-l' marker. I ‘H\ous}ﬁ

Mom and Dad were rea”y going to le+ him have

it, but as usval, T was wrong.

I

~)_] ’
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But the thing that bugs me the most about
Manny is the nickname he has for me. When he
was baby, he couldnt pronounce “brother,”
so_he started calling me “Bubby.” And he
STILL calls me that now, even though T keep

+r7/ih3 to get Mom and Dad to make him stop.

Luckily hohe of my friends have found out 7/e+,

but believe me, T have had some rea||7/ close calls.

HAPPY RIRTRDAY, GREG

YEPHIS ONE
"8 ITS TO
“BUBBY™!




I
TOST BE
A MISTAKE.
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Mom makes me *\e|‘> Mo\hhy aet reo\Jy for school in
the morning. After T make Mahhy his breakfast,
he carries his cereal bowl into the fo\mily room and

sits on his ‘>|as+ic ‘>o++7/.

——

I A 4 5 1% FOR COOKI
ANDCOOKIE 1S
FOR ME!

Ahd when it's time for him o go o c}ay care, he

_3e+s up and c}um\)s whatever he didn+ eat riSH' n

the +oilet. W P



—_

Mom is always getting on me about not fihishihe

my breakfast. But if she had to scrape corh

flakes out of the bottom of a ?lasﬁc 1‘>o++)/

eVery morhing, she wouldnt have much of an

m‘n‘)e-h'+e either.
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iUCde¥

T dont know if T mentioned this be-(ore, but T
am SUPER 300& at video games. Tl bet T

could beat anyone in my Sro\Je head-to-head.

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, Dad does not exo\c+|7l appreciate
my skills. He's always getting on me about going

out and doihs someﬂ\ihs “active.

So +oh:'3}\+ after dinner when Dad started
%o\sslihs me about going outside, T tried o
ex‘>|dih how with video games, you can P‘d)' sports
like football and soccer, and you dont even get all

}\o-l' and swea+7/.




But as usval, Dad didnt see my |osic.
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Dad is a \)re-H')/ smar+ avy in 3ehera| but when
it comes to commoh sense, sometimes T wonder

about him.

—
A ——————

e\ A

T'm sure Dad would dismantle my_game s7ls+em
if Ke could 1[i3ure out how to do it. But luckily,
the Peo‘)le who make these -H\ihss make them

\mreh-r-\aroof.

: AB
TQ%WF\‘ANCY

GADGFTS!







EVery time Dad kicks me out of the house to do
someﬂ\ihs sPor-ly , T Just go up o Row|e7l’s and

\)|a7/ my video games there.

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, the ohly games T can P‘“}' at

Rowley’s are car-racing aames and stuff like that.
Y 3 9

Because whenever T briha a_game up o Rowley’s
house, his dad looks it up_on_Ssome ?areh'rs’ Web
site. Ahd if m7/ game has ANY kind of fis\w-ﬁhs

or Violence in it, he wont let us \>|a7/.




=

T'm aetting a little sick of playina Formula One

Rdcihs with Rowle)/, because he's not a serious

gamer like me. All that )/ou have to do to beat

Rorles o ik

+he beainhina of the aame.
) ) )
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And then when you_pass Rowle)/'s car, he Just

falls +o pieces.

~8AD

AFART BAAAOAGA !
AHERD! HA@

/

Anyway, after T got done mopping the floor
with Rowley today, T headed home. T ran
through the neighbor’s sprinkler a couple times to
make it look like T was all sweaty, and that

seemed to do the trick for Dad.

X
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But my trick kind of backfire&, because as soon

as Mom saw me, she made me 9o u1‘>s+airs and

take a shower.

Wedhesdd)[

T guess Dad must have been ?re++/y )M??/y with

himself for making me go outside yesterday,

T+ getting reall/y ahho/yih3 4o have +o go up o
Rowley's every time T want to play a video game.

There’s this weird kid named Freale;/ who lives

)nalfway between my Nouse and Rowley’s, and

Frealey is always hanaina out in his front yard.

So it's 1\>re'H')/ hard to avoid him.

(ponse)

%_NO_N@_ e ———

T 'I.A\kh.fl""




A AR p b
v

_%ECKLET?_ LH*‘““ED/-/
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'Fresley is_in_my P)nys Ed class at school, and he
has +his whole made-uv language. Like when he

needs to_go to the bathroom, he says— Us kids have pretty much f.’sured :

how, but :[ dont +\wihk +)ne +cJers ave re«i

JOUUICEM

cau3¥\+ on 7/e+.




1 )),

_Tocla)/ , T ‘Drobably would have gohe up o Rowley’s
on m7/ owh dh}’Wd)’: because my bro+)ner Rodrick

o\hcl Hs bo\hd were Prac-h'cihs Jowh n +)ne basement.
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Rodrick’s band is REALLY awful, and T cant

stand beiha home when -H\ey’re %o\vihs rehearsals.

His band is called “Loaded Dia\)er,“ ohly its

sPeHed “Lsded PiPer" on Rodrick’s van.

You mia)n‘l' +hink Ke S‘Delled it that way to make i+
look cooler, but T bet if you told Rodrick how
“Loaded Dia‘)er" is reo\llyl sPeHeJ, it would be news

o Hm.




. . . e
—Pﬂé—m&—ﬂg«aﬂaﬁ%uﬂ&e—&e«a—e%&l&s#a. ting—a
band; but Mom wasoltfori4e— —— — —

She’s the one who boush‘l' Rodrick his first

Jrum set.
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T +hink Mom has this idea that we're all going
1o learn to ‘>|d>/ instruments and then become one

of those {o\mily bands like you_see oh el

Dad really hates heavy metal, and that's the

kind of music Rodrick and his band play. T dont
think Mor really cares what Rodrick plays or listens
1o, because to her, all music is the same. Tn

fact, earlier +oda7/, Rodrick was listening to one

of Hs CDs in +¥xe family room, and Mom came in



dhci s+ar+ed c}ahciha.
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That really busaec} Rodrick, so he drove off 4o

the store and came back fifteen minutes later
wH'h some )nea&\)%ohes. Ah& +}\a+ \)re‘H')/ muc*\

took care of the Problem.

H)UFdey

Yes+erda7/ Rodrick got a hew )neaVY metal CD,
and it had one of those “Parental \/Jarhiha"

stickers on it.

T Kave never gotten o listen +o one of those

Parental \r\larhihs CDs, because Mom and Dad never



This morhing,, after Rodrick left, T called up Rowley

_md..:hzl.cL.)m'm_.:to_b_!:inghis_QD.glg%gLio_sshogL_ _____________________________________________ N
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)ﬂ\eh T went down to Rodrick’s room and took

the CD off his rack.

e

%0

Q° oy ~

Youre not allowed +o bring personal _music ?layers
to school, so we had o wait to use it until after
lunch when the teachers let us outside. As soon
as we got the chance, me and Row|e7/ shuck
around the back of the school and loaded up

Rodrick’s CD.

But Rowley {or30+ ‘o ‘>u+ batteries in his CD



?lﬁe%&e%*—wef—?veﬁ—m%—we%eﬁ.—

ﬂ-\eh 1 came up wiﬂ\ -H\is 3reo\+ ideo\ -for a_game.

The ob\jec-l' was to 1‘>u+ +he heacl?)nohes on )/our

head and then +r)/ to shake them off without

using_your hands.
v/




33



ﬂ\e winher was whoever could shake the }\eo\d‘)}\ohes

off in ‘H\e shor+es+ amount of time.

T Nad the record with seven and a half seconds,

bu#iﬂxmkImng}ﬁho\Veshooksomeo{m)/

fillihss loose with that one.

Ris)n‘l' in the middle of our game, Mrs. Crm’s came
around the corner and co\ua}ﬁ us red-handed. She
took the music ?layer away from me and started

_c}xewihs us out.
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But T think she had +he wrong idea about what
we were Joihs back there. She started +e||ih3 us
how rock and roll is “evil” and how it going to

ruin our brains.

T was going o ell her that there werent even
any batteries in the CD P|o\7/er, but T could +ell
she

didnt want to be ih+erru‘>+eJ. So T Just waited

until she was done, and then T said, “Yes, maam.

But ris)n-r when Mrs. Craig was about to let us
90, Rowley started blubberihs about how he doesn+

want rock and roll o ruin his “brains.”

Q9




Hohes+|7/, sometimes T dont know about +that boy.
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Fri da')g

Well, now Tve gone and done it.

Last higH, after eVer;/ohe was in bed, T snuck

dowhstairs to listen to Rodrick’s CD on the

stereo in the fo\mil}/ room.

T \‘>u+ Rodrick’s new heo\d?}\ohes on and cranked

. L« »
| la




But I oh|/y 3o+ +to }\ear about -H\Er-fly seconds of

+he first song before T got ih+erru1‘>+e&.
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T+ 4urns out T didn+ have the }xead?hohes \)|u33ec§
into the stereo. So the music was o\c+uo\||7/ coming

‘H\roug)n the SPEAKERS , hot +he heaép}\ohes.

TR

Dad marched me vp_to my_room and shut the

c}oor {)ehihc} }\im, ahd +)neh he So\i&—

{ NOU AND
HAVE A TALK,

FRIEND







Whenever Dad says “friend” +that way, you know
you’re in trovble. The first time Dad ever said
“friend” like that to me, T didnt get that he was

beihs sarcastic. So T kind of let my suard down.

O

o
—n—*‘h—n" a—
A P IR T tvays, M Mo

I dont make +)na+ mistake o\hymore.

Tohis)n-l', Dad yellecl at me for about ten minutes,
and then T guess he decided he'd rather be in bed

than_standing in my._oom.in his underwear. He



+old-me L was srouh&eJ from ‘ylayihs video games
for—two weeks, which-is-about-what T ex\)ec-fecl.

T guess T should be 3|o\& +hat's all-he did-

ﬂ\e sooci ‘H\ihﬁ about Dad is that when he 3e+s

mad, he cools off real quick, and then its over.
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Usuo\“y, if you_mess up_in front of Dad, he Just

‘H\rows w\wo\+eVer he’s 30+ n )nis ho\hds at 7Iou.

GCOOD=TIMETO® SCREW UP:




Mom has a TOTALLY different s+)/|e when i+

comes to Puhis%meh-l'. 1f you mess._up and Mom

g e Fret 4hing she docs i 2 4
e fo o G

should be.
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HOW
THOUGHTFUL

And while you’re waiting, you do all these nice  OF YOU!

things to try to get off easier.

LJUST-DUSTED HOW
~o0fE: DEINING THOUGHTFUL
ROOM FOR THE OF YOU!

HECK-OF IT!

But then after a few Jays, ris}\-t when YOU
for3e+ you’re in_trouble, that's when she |a7/s it

on >’OU.

| AW,?\’OU
@I G-FUN?

anm (YEAL!




O VIDEO
FOR
A WEEK!
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Mohda;(

This video game ban is a whole lot +ou3\\er +han
T +)nou3)n+ it would be. But at least T'm not the

ohly one in the {o\mily who's in trouble.

Rodrick’s in some hot water with Mom right now,
to0. Manny got ahold of one of Rodrick’s %eav7/
metal magazines, and one of the pages had a
picture of a woman in a bikini lying.-across the
hood of a car. And then Manny brought it into

Aay care_for show-and-tell.

771 1.\ >




T saw the magazine m;/self , and it hohes’rly wash +

o\h)/ﬂ'\ihs o 3e+ worked up over. But Mom doesnt

allow that kind of stuff in the house.
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Rodrick's ?uhis)nmeh-r was +¥\a+ he ho\d to answer

a bunch of questions Mom wrote out for him.

magasgi
%a?me

now?/ T O | 1 J



1 f1gel Qe
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Wedheséd?[

Tm still Srouh&ed from ‘playihs video games, so
Mo\hh)l has been using my s7ls+em. Mom went out and
bous)n-l' a whole bunch of educational video games,

and wa+chih3 Mahhy ?'“7’ them is like torture.

MHATEENUMBER
rOOMESAFTER
RHYMES

WITH “TREE"?

The sood hews is that T fihally fisurec} out how
to get some of my_games past Rowley’s dad. T

st put one of my discs in Manny's “Discoverin
Justp Y Y 9



+he Al\)habe-r" case, and that's all i+ takes.

VAN

. . l--.
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ﬂwrsday At school +ocla)/, ﬂ\e)/ announced that student
3oVerhm'eh+ elections are 'comihe' up. To be }\ohes-i'

with you Yd heve | ekt
3oVerhmeh+. Bot when I's':'-'r:r-re ;]t inKinkl a +"|-' .\.Y

it realized foX elect ul

TOTAL ﬁ C]Li y S'L.;tuja-H -AOC};ooE A! ]§§

WE CHEERLEADERS

__________________________________ ARETIREDOFRIDINA
TO GAMES IN THE Y At

SAME BUS AS THE










Ahd even better ...

Nobon ever thinks about runhing for Treo\surer )
I V'

because all ah;/ohe ever cares about are the bis-

ticket positions like President and Vice President.

So T -Figure f T sigh_up_tomorrow, +he

Treasurer uiob is ?re-H;/ much mine for the +akih3.




Fri d a')g

To&a;/, T went and put my name on the list to

run for Treasurer. Uhfor-ruha-fel}/, +his kid named

Mar+)/ Porter is runhing for Treasurer, too, and

he’s real braih)/ at math. So this mis\ﬁ hot be as

easy as L thouaht.
/ V
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T told Dad that T was runhing for student
soVerhmeh-h and he seemed ‘>re++7/ excited. T+
turns out he ran for student soVerhmeh-l' when

he was my_age, and he ac+uo\||7 wonh.

Dad c}us +¥\rou3}\ some old boxes in the basement

and found one of )nis Cdrn\)o\ish \)os+ers.

INTEGRITY
“HONESTY

KNOW-HOW




T-thought-the-poster-idea-was pretty-good; so
T asked Dad to drive me to the store to get
some-—supplies:—T—loaded-vp-on—poster-board-and
markers;—and-T-spent—the rest-of the-night
makingall-my-campaigh-stuff-So-let's just-hope

+)nese Pos+ers work.
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Mohday

T broug}\‘l' m;/ 1‘>os+ers in to school +oc1a>/, and T

have o sa;/. +\we>/ came out Pre++)/ 300&.

“Remember in secord grade how

Mar+v Vnr‘-l"zr* had l-\em-l lice ©
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T started )nahgihs m7/ ‘)os+ers up_as_soonh ds T
got in. But H\e)/ were ohly up for about three

minutes before \ice Prihci\)o\l Roy S‘DO‘H'eJ +hem.

e

"8,

et b
M ——

o

Mr. Roy said you werent allowed to write
“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T
told Mr. Roy that the +)nih3 about the head lice
was trve, and how it \)ro\c+icall7/ closed down the

whole school when it )na\)\)ehec}.



But he took down all my posters ah)/wa;/. So +oc1a)/,

Mdr‘i’)/ Porter was 3oih3 around ‘\dh&ih& out |o||i1|>ot|>s

e el e b i

+he bottom of Mr. Ro;/’s trash can. T guess +his

mmhs_my_\zahjmgl_mmms_oﬂmﬂ?mm_ ........................... .
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OCTOBER

Mohda;(

Well, it's 'lfihd“y October, and there are ohly
+h.‘r+7/ clays left until Halloween. Halloween is
my FAVORITE holiday, even though Mor says
T'm getting too old to go trick-or-treating

dh}lmore.

Halloween is Dad’s favorite hol.‘&ay, t00, but for
a_different reason. On Halloween night, while
allthe other parents are handing out candy,
Dad is hiding in the bushes with a big trash

can_{ull_of water.

Ahd if ah)/ +eeha5ers pass by our dri\/eway, ‘\e

Arehches -H\em.
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T'm not sure Dad really understands the concept

of Halloween. But T'm not gonha be the one who

s‘>oi|s his fun.

OR
HEH 1!
HEH, HEH.

Tohig)n'l' was the o?ehihe hn'e}ﬁ of the Crossland

His}\ School haunted house, and T got Mom o

agree to take me and Rowle)/.

_Rowley showed up_at my house wearing his Halloween
costume from last year. When T called him earlier
T +old him o Just wear resulo\r clothes, but of

course he didnt listen.
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T tried not 4o let i+ bother me +oo much, +)nou3)n.
Tve never been allowed to go o the Crossland
haunted house before, and T wasnt going to let+
Rowley ruin it for me. Rodrick has told me all
about it, and Tve been |ookih3 forward to this

for about +)nree 7/eo\rs.

Ah)/way, when we 30+ +o the entrance, T

started )naVihg second ‘H\oua)n‘l's about Soiha in.

FerERRGes.




But Mom seemed like she was in a }wrry to_get this
over with, and she moved us alohs. Once we were
‘H\roua)n the 3a+e, it was one scare after another.
T’nere were Vo\mPires Jum‘?ihs out at 7/ou and \)eoyle

without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff.
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But the worst part was +his area called Chainsaw
_AHe)/. There was this bi3 avy n a }\ocke)/ mask
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick told me

the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasnt

+o\kih3 o\h7/ c)nahces.

Ris)n‘l' when it looked like +he chainsaw avy
was_going o cateh us, Mom s+e‘>\>ed in and
bailed us out.

IMT7SORRY,
ml’ﬁ AM !
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Mom made the chainsaw 3“}/ show us where the

exit was, ahd +}\a+ was -H\e ehd of our )nathred

Nouse exPeriehce rig*ﬁ there. T guess it was a

li+te embo\rrdssihe when Mom did that, but T'm

willina to let it ao this one time.
J V

Sa+urda¥

The Crossland haunted house reo\ll;/ got me ‘l’)nihkihs.

ﬂ\ose auys were c)narqihq 1[|'Ve bucks a pop, ahd
U / U U 1 1

+he line stretched )nalmfwa)/ around the school.

T decided to make a haunted house of m;/ own.

Ac+uall7/, T had 4o brihe Row|e;/ in on the deal,

because Mom wouldnt let me convert our first

floor into a full-out hauvnted mansion.

T knew Rowle;/'s dad wouldnt be crazy about the




Me and Rowle)/ spent most of the do\;/ coming up

with an awesome ?lah for our haunted house.



53



BOTTOM-

Here was our final plan: hall of LESS_PIT RAT
TUNNEL
screams lake of
HALL OF LAKE OF
' BL —BOTTK

blood SCREAMS
Y

KINIFE
ALLEY

m_came_tL‘)_wi+)r\ was WAY better than the

Crncdn\m_l H'.:x)\ Sr)_nnnl }\duh+¢>r_l }\mmp

We reo\lized we were gohha need to 3e+ ‘H\e worcl
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T admit mo\;/{)e we stretched the +ruth a little

N our o\JVer‘Hsemeh-l', but we %ad o make sure

?eoyle ac+ua||7 showed up.

32 SURREY STREET

ADMISSION: 50¢

3:00 p-m.







32 surrey street

ADMISSION: 50 ¢

3:00P.M.

B}l the time we finished ‘DU-H'ihS the ﬂ)/ers up



around the heighbor}\ood and got back +o
Rowley’s basement, it was alrea&y 2:30, and we
hadnt even started putting the actual haunted
house +03e+¥\er 7/e+.

So we had to cut some corners from our

orisihod Plah.



When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside +o

see if ah/yohe )no\J s}\owed up. Ah& sure ehoush,

there were about +weh+;/ heigj}\bor%ooc} kids wai+ih3

in line outside Rowle)/'s basement.

\\\ow, I know our ﬂ;/ers sau'cl o\dmissioh was 1[51[+;/

VAN
. ()
~ &,
\
e | B




. > 30 = STRNTps s

ﬂ\e first kid +o cou\o)\ up his two bucks was

Shane Srella. He ?aid his mohe/y and we let him

inside, and me and Rowle;/ +ook our positions _in

the Hall of Screams.
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'ﬂ\eHa“ofScreamswasbaScca“yabeclw-+¥\me

and Rowle;/ on either side of it.

T guess maybe we made the Hall of Screams a

li+te too scary, because ho\h[wa}/ +)nrou3¥\, Shane

curled up_in a ball underneath the bed. We tried

o get him to crawl out from under there, but

he wouldnt {)uclge.

T started +)nihkih3 about all the mohe;/ we were

losing with this kid clogging vp the Hall of Screams,



EVeh+ua||7, Rowle}/’s dad came downstairs. A+

first T was hm‘)?y to see him, because T +¥\ou3¥\+

he could )neh? us &rae Shane out from under the

ed ol L aorted | s
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But Rowley’s dad wasnt rea||7/ n a }\el\)ful mood.

Rowley’s dad wanted to know what we were
)

c}oiha, and w}\)/ Shane Shella was curled up under

the bed.

We told him that the basement was a haunted
house, and that Shane Snella ac+ua||>/ PAID
for us to do this to him. But Rowley’s dad didnt

believe us.



T admit that if you looked around, it didnt
reo\lly look like a haunted house. All we had +ime

to_put together was the Hall of Screams and the

Lake of Blood, which was Just Rowle)/’s old

Jmhy_\zaoLuiih_\mlf_cL_boj:tle._mr_keic\m\)_Lh_jL _________________ .
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T +ried to show Rowle)/’s dad our orisiha| \)|ah
to_prove +hat we rea||>/ were ruhhing a |e3i+imo\+e

operation, but he still didnt seem convinced.

’?f.\" ™S
NS
-

And to make a long story short, that was the

ehcl of our hauh-fecl }\ouse.




Wi i A

The 3004 news is, Since Rowley’s dad didnt
believe us, he didnt make us refund Shane’s

mohey. So at least we cleared two bucks +oda7/.
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Suhda)g

Rowle}/ ended vp_getting 3rouh&ed for that whole

Naunted house mess 7es+er&a7. He's not allowed to

watch TV for a week, AND Ke’s not allowed o

have me over at his house clun'hg +hat time.

That last part reo\ll;/ isnt fair, because that's

?uhishihg me, and T didnt even do dh}/ﬂ'\ih&

wrong. And now where am T sm‘)x‘)osed +o ?lay

my vic}eo qames?
/ J

Ah}/way, T felt kind of bad for Rowley. So

+ohi3)n+, T tried to make it up 1o him. T 4urned

on onhe of Rowle)/’s favorite TV shows, and T
lay-by-ol |

kind of ext\)eriehce it that wa)/.

P i -

[ vinvnynany AT e etz \
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T did m7/ best+ +o kee\) up with what was Soihs on
on the screen ) but to be honest with 7/ou ) Tm

hot sure if Row|e7 was_getting the full effect.

ILBETHIS
CPART IS

_________________________________________________ KU R S
FUNNY.

< PUA HA! S
I WAS RIGHT!
I[T-WAS
FUNNY.

iUCSéd%

Well, Rowleyjs 3rouhdih3 is fiho\lly/ over, and Just



Rowlely’s Mom got him this khiﬁ}ﬁ' costume thats

WAY cooler than his costume from last year.
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His khisH' outfit came with a helmet and a shield

and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

Tve never had a s+ore-{>ou3)n+ costume before.
T still havent figured out what T'm gohha go as
tomorrow hight, so Tl Proba{ﬂ)/ Just throw
someﬂ\ihs +03e+¥\er at the last minute. T {isure

maybe T briha back the Toilet Pa\)er Mummy again.

But T +hink its SU\)Posed 4o rain tomorrow

hish-h so that m@ﬁ' hot be the smartest choice.

.-ﬂ=-"'.===.|
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T the past few years, the grown-vps in my
neighborhood have been getting crahky about
my lame_costumes, and T'm starting fo think it
actually having an effect on the amount of cahdy

T bringing_in.

But T dont really have time o put +03e+¥\er a



This vear Tve come up with a plan that!l get us
/ ) L} A

at least twice the cahcl;/ we scored last 7eo\r.
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Halloween

A{)ou-f an hour before we were su??osed ‘o start
+rick-or-+rea+ih3, T still didnt Kave a costume.
At that point T was seriousl)/ ‘H’\ihkihﬁ about

50&?\3 as a cowboy for ‘H\e second year N _a row.

But then Mom knocked at my door and handed
me a ?ira-l'e costume, with an eye \)ﬁch and a

hook and eVeryﬂxihs.

Rowley showed up around 6:30 wearing his



kiaht costome, bt i+-didntlook ANYTHING

Rowle)/’s mom made all these sm[e-ry improvements

to it, and ;/ou couldnt even ell what he was

su??osed to be dh}/more.
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She cut out a bis hole in the front of the helmet
so he could see better, and covered him up_in all

+his_reflective tape. She made him wear his winter
coat underneath eVeryﬂwihs, and she rePlacec} his

sword with a 3|ow stick.

T srabbec} my Fillowcase, and me and Rowley
started to head out. But Mom s+0\>\>ed us before

we could aet out +he door.
—— ——
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Man, T should have known there was a catch

when Mom gave me +hat costume.

T told Mom there was no WAY we were taking
Mahhy with us, because we were going to hit 152
houses in three hours. And plus, we were going
to be on Snake Road, which is way oo dangerous

for a little kid like Mahhy.

T should never have mentioned that last part,
because the next -H\ihs T knew, Mom was +e||ih3
Dad he had to go along with us to make sure we
didn't step foot outside our neighborhood. Dad
tried to squirm_out of it, but once Mom makes up

)ner mihd, +)nere’s ho way 7/00 can c)nahse it.

-
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Before we even 30+ out of our own JriVeway, we
ran into our neighbor Mr. Mitchell and his kid

J'erern)/. So of course THEY +o\33e& o\|oh3 with us.

Mo\hhy and Jeremy wouldnt trick-or-treat at any
)nouses wiﬂ\ S\Dooky decorations on +)nem, So ‘H\a‘!’

ruled out Pre-Hy much eVery house on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started +o\|kih3 about
football or someﬂ\ihs, and every time one of them

wanted to make a point, -H\ey’c} stop walkihs.

BloAK: BLAH HRLAH
@m LA\ B
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

o =

O




So we were H‘H’ihﬁ ohly about one house eVery

+weh+7/ minutes.
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After a cou‘ale of hours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell

took the little kids home.

T was Slo\d, because that meant me and Rowley
could take off. My Pi”owcase was almost emp-iy,

so 1 wanted to make up_as much time as Possible.

A little while later, Rowley told me he needed a
"\>o++7/ break.” T made him hold off for another
for‘l'y--l[iVe minutes. But b}/ the time we 30+ o my
sro\mma’s house, it was Pre++7 clear thatif T didnt

le+ Rowley use the bathroom, it was gohha get messy.

So T +old Row|e7/ if Ne wasnt back outside in
one minute, T was gohha start }\el?ihs myseh[ to

Hs cah&y.

S )
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A‘Her H\o\‘h we }\eo\Jec} back out on ﬂ\e road.
But i+ was alreo\dy 10:30, and T guess +hat's

when most grown-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of tell because +thats when ﬂ\e)/
start coming to the door in their pajamas and

giving you the evil eye.

We decided to head home. We made up_a lot of



When we were %alfwa/y Nome, +his ?icku? +ruck

came roarihs JoWh ﬂ-\e Street wiﬂ-\ a buhc}\ 01[

high school kids in it.
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The kid in +he back was \\oHihs a fire ex-h'hsuisher,

and when the truck \Dassed {)71 us, he o?ehec} fire.

T Kave o give Row|e7l credit, because he blocked
about 95% of the water with his shield. And if
he hadnt done that, all our cah&y would have

soHeh soaked.

When the truck drove away, T 7/e||ed out some+)nih3

that T resreﬁe& about two seconds later.

| s
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The driver slammed on the brakes and he +urned

his truck around. Me and Rowley started running,

but +hose guys were ris*ﬁ on our heels.

The ohly \)|ace T could think of that was safe

was Gramma's house, so we cut ﬂ\roush a couvle

backyar&s to_get there. Gramma was in bed

p.\l.rquy. , but T knew she kee .s..q..key..uh.ckr...'ﬂ.\.e .........

mat_on }\er front Porch.

Once we got inside, T looked out the window o see

if those auys had followed us, and sure ehous% ;

_‘H\e)l wouldnt bud ae.

‘H\e)l did. T 4ried to trick them into |eo\vih3 , but

WELLT,

%@N HOUS
YOU CAN'T GET

x SAFE

FF=T11
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After a while, we realized the teenaaers were
)
soihs ‘o wait us out, so we decided we were Jus+
gohha have o sPehJ the h@ﬁ' at Grammas.
’ﬂ\eﬁ’s w}\eh we s+o\r+eci ettin cock ) mo\kih
getting cocky 9

mohke)/ noises at ‘H\e +eeha3ers and w)na+ho+.

Well, at least T was makihs mohkey noises.
Rowley was kind of makihs owl noises, but T

guess it was +he same 3ehera| idea.

DO O0H!
EEEEEE!
AHH-AHH!

T called Mom to tell her we were going to crash



Mﬁ—m&—oﬁ—%«e—ﬁwﬁe.—

She said i+ was a school hie)n-l', and that we had

to get home right that instant. So that meant

we_were gohha \-mVe Yo mo\ke a run for it.
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T looked out the window, and this time, T didnt
see the truck. But T knew those 307/5 were Hdihs

somewhere and were Jus+ ‘h’}/iha to draw us out.

So we snuck out the back door, }\o?\aec} over
Gramma's fence, and ran all the way to Snake
Road. I -Figurec} our c}mhces were better -H\ere

because there arent any s+ree+|i3¥\+s.

Shake Road is scary ehoush oh its owh without
)ndVihg a_truckload of teenagers *\uh-Hhs you
c}owh. EVery +ime we Saw a car comihs, we doVe
into_the bushes. T+ mustve taken us a half

hour to go 100 yarcls.

N W
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But believe it or not, we made it all the way
)nome wiﬂwou-t 3e++ih3 caus}ﬁ. Neiﬂ\er one of us

let+ our suo\rJ down until we got o my c}n’Veway.

“A7I NS\
4 .

But ris)n-l' then, there was this awful scream, and

we Saw a bis wave of water comihs +oward uS.

O
0o~0~ ©
O NN A~ A






Man, T forso-f ALL about Dad, and we +o+a||)/

\ao\id +)ne ‘Drice for it.

When me and Row|e7l got inside, we laid out all

Qur..cahéy_ on the kitchen 4able.

The ohly ‘H\ihss we could salvage were a cou?|e of

mints that were wro\\)Ped in cello‘ﬁ\o\he, and the



; ve—ns
|60”!b| US‘!&S El- GGHISOH 3&‘\, Uoe

T think next Halloween Tl Just s+a;/ home and

mooch some Bu++er1[ih3ers from the bowl Mom

kee?s on +o1|> of the re-(rieero\-l'or.
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NOVEMBER

H)UFdey

On_the bus ride into school +oJa7/, we Passed b)/
Gramma's house. T+ got rolled with toilet paper

last his)n-l', which T 9uess was no {)is surprise.

T do feel a litte bad, because it looked like i+ was
gonha take a |oh3 time to clean up. But on the

bright side, Gramma is retired, so she ‘probably



e e olemedfortod |

\r\]edhesdd){

Tn third \‘)eriocl, Mr. Underwood, our P)n;/s Ed

teacher, announced that the bo;/s will be Joiha a

wrestling unit for the next six weeks.




76



T +here’s one ﬂ\ihs most boys n my school are
into, its Professiohal wrestling. So Mr.

Underwood miSH' as well have set off a bomb.

Luhc)n comes ri3)n+ after P)nys Ed; and +)ne

cafeteria was a comPle‘l'e madhouse.




But T decided if T dont want +o 3e+ twisted

into a Pre-l'zel for the next month and a half, T4

better do my homework on +this wres-Hihe business.
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So T rented a cou?|e of video games to learn
some moves. And you know what? After a while,

T was really starting to get +he hahs of it.

F THIS
FEEL RIGHT?

Th fact, the other kids in my class had better
look out, because if T kee\) this Up, T could be a

real threat. 9
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Then again, T better make sure T dont do
TOO good. This kid named Preston Mudd got
named Athlete of the Month for being the best
player in the basketball unit, so they put his

picture vp_in the )nallway.

" PWitdd @ °

Attileté of the
= Month é

T+ ook ‘Deoyle about five seconds to realize how
“P. Mudd” sounded when 7/ou said it out |ouc},

and after that, it was all over for Preston.

PFE  FEE
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H)UFdey

Well, T found out +oda7l that +he kind of wres+|ih3
Mr. Underwood is +each.‘h3 is COMPLETELY

different from the kind ﬂ\e}/ do on TV.

First of all, we have to wear these -H\ihss called
“sihslei's . which look like +hose baﬂ\ihs suits

‘H\e)l used to wear in the 1800s.

And second of all, there are no ‘Dile drivers or

H‘H’ihﬁ Peoyle over the heads with chairs or



ﬁhﬁ&hs—hke—w ' +

There’s not even a ring with ropes around it.

T+s Just basically a swea+>/ mat that smells like

it's never been washe& before.
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Mr. Underwood started ask.’hs for volunteers so
he could demonstrate some wres+|ih3 Nolds, but

-H\ere wasS o wa)/ I was Soihs Yo raise m7/ \'\o\hd.

Me and Row|e7 tried to hide out in the back of
+he 3)’"‘ hear the curtain, but that's where the

girls_were doihs +heir symhdS‘Hcs unit.

HEE"HEE
HEE!

We 30+ out of there in a }wrry, and we went

back to where the rest of the 3u7ls were.



Mr.Underwood sihsled me—out; Probo\bly because
T'm the lightest kid in the class, and he could
toss-me-around-without-straininghimself:He
showed everybody how—+o-do-all—these things
called a “half nelson™ and a “reversal” and a

“takedown and - stuff like +hat.
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When he was doihs +his one move called the
“firemans carry,“ T fel+ o breeze down below,
and T could +ell my sih3|e+ wash+ doih@ a sood

Job kee\)ihs me covered up.

That's when T thanked my |uck7 stars the

sirls were on the other side of +he gym:

Mr. Underwood divided us up_into weis)n-l' groups.

T was Pre++7/ }\a‘)Py about that at 1[irs+,



becavse i+ meant T wasn+ 305?\3 +o-have +o
wrestle kidslike Behhy Wells;—who—<can {)ehch-?ress

250 Pouh&s.
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But then T found out who T DID have +o wrestle,

and T would have traded for Behh)/ Wells in a

heo\r-l'bea-i'.
ULYOULL BE
%&E&w WITH
R

EGLEY HERE. / /™

Fregley was the only kid light enough to be in my
weight class. And apparently Fregley was paying
attention when Mr. Underwood was giving
instructions, because he pinned me every which way
you_could imagine. T spent my seventh period

aetting WAY more familiar with ‘Fresle)/ than T



ever wah-l'ed +o-be.
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iUCde¥

This wrestling unit has +o+d||7/ turned our school
uPsic}e down. Now kids are wres-Hihs in the hallways,
in the classrooms, you hame it. But the fifteen
minutes after lunch where ‘H\ey le+ us outside is

‘H\e wors+t.

You cant walk five feet without tripping over a
couple of kids going at it. T just try to keep
my_distance. And mark my words, one of these
fools_is_going to roll right onto the Cheese and

start the Cheese Touch all over again.

L

AN
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My other big problem is that T have to wrestle
'Fresley every single Jay. But this morning T
realized something. Tf T can move out of
‘Fresley's weight class, T wont have to wrestle

Nim anymore.

So +odo\7/ , T stuffed my clothes with a bunch of
socks and shirts to 3e+ myself into the next

we@ﬁ class.

But T was still +oo |53}\+ to_move up.




- 7

T realized T was gonhha have o gain weie)n-r for

real. At first T ﬂwu&*ﬁ T should Just start

oud L bot then T bad

better idea.
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T decided +o gain my weis)n-l' in MUSCLE, not fat.

TVe never been all that interested in getting in
sha\)e before, but this wres-HihS uhit has made me

rethink things.

T fisure if T bulk vp_how, it could o\c+uo\||>/ come

in \wahdy down +he road.

The football unit is coming in +he spring, and

‘H\ey S\)|H’ the teams up_into shirts and skins.

And T ALWAYS get put on skins.

T +hink -H\ey do that +o make all the ou+-ow[-s¥\a‘>e

kids feel ashamed of themselves.

e
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GREG HEFFLEY,
YOU'RE ON

T T can ‘)o\ck on some muschKBw, it be a

whole different s+or7/ next A‘m'l.

GREG HEFFLEY,
YOU'RE-ON

_Tohis)n-l', after dinner, T got Mom and Dad
+03e+}\er and told them my ‘>|ah. T told them T
‘was soihs o hee& Some _Sserious exercise equiPmeh-h

and some weia}ﬁ-gaih Powder, too0.

T showed +hem some muscle magazines T got at



+he store so +)ne>/ could—see how riﬂ)eJ - ——

: soihs +o-be.
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Mom didn+ rea||7/ say ahyﬂxihs at first, but Dad

was Pre-H')/ enthusiastic. T +hink he was J'us+

slad T had a c}\ahse of heart from how T used

MUSCLES
to be w)neh I was a kid— if 7/ou work ARE

GROSS!

out resulo\rly ,

IF YOU WORK
OUT REGULARLY,

YOU CAN GET
BIG MUSCLES!

ov _cah ge
a 9

MUSCLES
ARE

GROSS!

bis muscles,

But Mom said if T wanted a weish-r [ P T

going to have o prove that T could stick with
ah_exercise regimen. She said T could do that b)f

doing sit=ups and jumping J‘acks for_4wo weeks.

T Kad 4o ex\7|dih that +he ohly way to_get
+o+o\||>/ bulked up is to get the kind of }\ish--l'ech

machines +)ne7/ have at the 3}"“' but Mom didn+
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Then Dad said if T wanted a bench press, T

should kee\) my fihsers crossed for Christmas.

But Christmas is a month and a half away. And
f T get Pihhed {)71 Fre3|e>/ ohe more time, L m

gonha Nave a nervous breakdown.

So it looks like Mom and Dad arent going to be
ahy }\d\). And that means T'm going to Nave +o

take matters into my own hands, as usual.



Sa+urda¥

T couldnt wait to start my we53h+-+raihih3

program +ocld>/. Even ‘H\OU&}\ Mom wouldnt let

it ccvoment T reeded. T wasr't co

to let that hold me back.
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So T went into the -Fridse and ern\ﬁ'iec} out the
milk and orange juice and filled +he Jugs with
sand. ﬂ\eh T +a\>ed them o a broomsﬁck, and

T had m7/se|1[ a \Dre-H'y decent barbell.

A-Her H\o\-h T made a bench press out of an
ironing board and some boxes. Once T had that

all set, T was reacly to do some serious |i1[‘h'h3.

T needed a spotting partner, so T called
Rowley. And when he showed vp_at my door
wearing some ridiculous getup, T knew T made

a_mistake inviting him.

MK

_ AN
i |

Y|
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T made Rowley use the bench press first, mostly
/ v 7/

because I wah+ed to see if +¥\e broomstick was

going to hold up.

He did about five reps, and he was read;/ +to

quit, but T wouldnt let him. That's what a

_3004 +raihih3 Po\r+her 1S 1[or, to Pus}\ you

be}/ohcl 7/our limits.

T knew Rowley wash+ going to be as serious



bt wiabe et a5 w50 decided
1 . e dedenton

Tn +he middle of Rowle;/s set, T went and got

+his ?hohy nose _and mustache Rodrick has in his

wnk drawer.
J
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And rish-l' when Rowley had +he barbell in the

“down” position, T leaned over and looked at him.

Sure ehoug)n, Row|e7 TOTALLY lost his

concentration. He couldnt even get the barbell
off his chest. T thought about helping him out,
but then T realized that if Rowley didnt get
serious_about working out, he was never going to

aet o my level.

. gIRSP:

QWUWER'
~ — _



T eVeh+uo\||7 had to rescue him, because he started

bi-h'hg the milk Jug o let the sand leak out.
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After Row|e7l got off the bench press, it was
+ime for my set. But Row|e7/ said he didnt feel

like workihs out anymore, and he went home.

You know, T {isured he'd \)U“ some-l'hihs like that.
But T guess 7/ou cant ex‘)ec‘l' eVeryohe +o have

the same kind of dedication as 7/°U’

Wednesday

Toclo?/ in Geosra\))ny we }md a quiz, and I ha\/e
+o So\7/, I’Ve been |ookih3 forward to +)nis one for

a |oh3 +ime.

The quiz_was oh state ca\).'-h:\ls, and T sit in
the back of +he room, ri3¥\+ next to this Sio\h-l'
Mmap of the United States. All +he co\‘)i‘tals are

written in bis red Prihi’, so T knew T had this



ohe-in—the bo\s.
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TEACHER!
But ris)n-l' before the test soﬂ;EAQh'l,EPh!f‘fy

Farrell \)i\)ecl up from the front of the room.

TEACHER!
TEACHER!

Pa-H')/ told Mr. Tra that he should cover up the

United States Mmap before we got started.




i B

So thanks o Po\-Hy, T ended up -ﬂuhkihs the
quiz. And T will Je-ﬁ'hH’el)/ be |ookih3 for a way

to_pay her back for that one.
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H)UFdey

Tohis)n-l' Mom came vp_to my_room, and she had o
ﬂyer in her hand. As soon as T saw it, T knew

EXACTLY what it was.

T+ was an announcement that the school is having
fryouts for a winter ‘alay. Man, T should have
thrown that thing out when T saw it on the

kitchen table.

T BEGGED ker not 1o make me sish vp. ﬂwose

school \)lo\ys are always musicals, and the last
‘H\ihﬁ T need is to have 4o sing a solo in front

of the whole school.

q P
=

s




But all my bessihs seemed to do was make Mom

more sure L should do it.
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Mom said the oh|>l way T was going to be

“well-rounded” was b}/ +r7/ih3 different +\wih35.

Dad came in my room o see what was going on.
T told Dad that Mom was making me sign up for
the school play, and that if T had to start
going to_play practices, it would totally mess up

my weis}\+-|i1[+ih3 schedule.

T knew that would make Dad +ake my side. Dad

and Mom arsued for o few minutes, but Dad was

no mo\+c\'\ for Mom.

So that means tomorrow I Ve got o avdition



—ﬁloe—se%eel—\al«af.

Frid ay

The ?lay -H\e)/’re cloihg +his 7/ear is “The Wizard

of 0z." A lot of kids came wearing costumes for

the parts they were trying out for.
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) . .
IVe never even seen -H\e moVie, So for me, it

was like walking into a freak show.

Mrs. Norton, the music director, made everyohe
sing "My Couh+r7l "Tis of Thee” so she could hear
our_singing Voices. T did y sihging +r7/ou+s with
a bunch of other boys whose moms made them
come, too. T tried o sing_as quie+l7/ as ?ossible,

but of course T got sih3|eci out, anyway.

WHAT A :
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T have no idea what a "soprqho" is, but from

the way some of the qirls were aiaaling, T knew
) 3 3999

Tryoui's went on forever. The 3rahJ finale came

with auditions for Doroﬂ\)/, who T guess is the

lead character in the Pld)"

.Ah.d...who....sho.uld...:l.'.tt)(...o.u:t...{i.rs:t..buft..qutfty..qure.ll ...........................................................................

T +)nou3)n+ about +r)/ih3 out for the 1|>ar+ of the




But then someboéy told me there’s a Good Witch

and a Pad Witch, and with my luck, T4 end up

aettina picked 1o be the aood one.
J [ | J
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Mohda;(

T was )no‘aihg Mrs. Norton would Just cut me from
the \)|o\7/, but +oc}o\7/ she said that everyohe who

tried out is going to_get a_part. So |uck)/ me.

Mrs. Norton showed “The Wizard of Oz" movie
so_everyone would know the story. T was trying
to_figure ovt what part T should play, but
pretty much every character has to sing or dance
at one point or another. But about }mlfway
through the movie, T figured out what part T
wanted to sign vp for. Tm going to sign vp to
be a Tree, because 1) +he7 dont have to sing

and 2) +)ne7/ get to bean Poroﬂv with o\\)\)les.

v
RBRARS
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Ge-f‘h'hs to_peg Po\-HV Farrell with o\?‘)les n
front of a live audience would be my dream come
troe. T may o\c+ua||7/ Kave to +hank Mom for

makiha me do this \7""7 once its all over.

A-Her the movie eh&e&, T sished up to be a Tree.
Uhfor+uha+e|7/, a_bunch of other guys had the
same idea as me, so L guess there are a lot of

uys who have a bone o \m‘ck with Pa++7/ Farrell.

Wednesday

Well, like Mom o\lwo?/s says, be careful what you
wish for. T got picked to be a Tree, but T
dont know if thats such a good thing. The
Tree costumes dont-actually have arm holes, so

T guess +hat rules out any o\\)\:le--ﬂ\rowihs.

o ATFRA AR P



N e
, I I
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T should \Drobabl)/ feel |uck7/ that T 3o+ a
sveakihs part at all. ﬂ\ey had too many kids
+r7/ih3 out, and not ehoush roles, so +¥\e>/ had

to star+t mo\kihs up c}mraders.

Roc}hey James tried out 1o be the Tin Man, but

he got stuck with beiha the Shrub.

Eriday

Remember how T said T was lucky to get
speaking part? Well, foday T found out T only
have one line in the whole play. T say it when

Poroﬂ\}/ Ficks an o\\)\)le off my branch.

PR
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T’na-l' means L have o go to a two-hour ‘)rac-h'ce

every d“}' Just so T con say one s+u?id word.

T starting to think Ro&hey James got a better
deal as the Shrub. He found a way to sneak a

video game_into his costume, and Tl bet that

O

X

N \aas ™\ N\ N\

So now LT'm trying o think of ways o get Mrs.

reo\lly makes the time g0 by.

Norton to kick me out of the ?ld)" But when

you ohly have one word to say, it's reo\||7/ hard to

S

mess_up_your lines.
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DECEMBER

H)Uf'de¥

The P'“}' is oh|7/ a C°“\"° of Jo\ys away., and T

have no idea how we're goihg o \)ull this 'H\ihg off.

First of all, hobo&y has bothered to learn their

lines, and thats all Mrs. Norton's fault.

Purih3 rehearsal, Mrs. Norton w}\iS\)ers eVeryohe’s

lines to them from the side of the stage.

YO
S URE
d COET —
i H—
« PRETTY! /




\\\\\\L\\\\'_-.'

T wonder how it soihs o go next ﬂesday

when Mrs, Norton is sitting at her piano thirty

feet away.
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Ahoﬂ\er -H\ihs +¥\o\+’s screwihs eVery‘H\ihs up IS
+hat Mrs. Norton kee?s o\&c}ihs hew scenes and

new c‘wo\rad'ers.

Yesterday, she brought in this first-grader to
play Dorothy’s dog, Toto. But today, the kid's
mom_came in and said she wanted her child to
walk around on two legs, because crawling around

on all fours would be too "&esraclihs."

So now weVe got a dos that's gonha be walkihs



L orhis bindleas for-the whole shor.

But the worst c\wahee is that Mrs. Norton ac-h;all)/

wrote a song that us TREES have to sing.

“ »

in_the olay.
v/
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So today we spent an hour learning the wors+
7 ' <

sonqg that's ever been written.

(33 WETHREE- TREES ... /)

W\ N T

pam—
—

ﬂmhk God Rodrick won+t be in +¥\e avdience to

see me humiliate m/yseh[. Mrs. Norton said the

. . . . \
?la;/ is_going o be a “semiformal occasion,” and

T know theres no wa;/ Rodrick is 3oih3 ‘Yo wear




TR

But +oc{a)/ wasnt all bad. Toward +he end of

o Archie Kelle oo avee Radne I
| hiooed hic anth becaice b coddstt sl

his_arms out to break his fall.
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/-
SRS

So the 3003 news is, ﬂ\e)/’re |e‘H'ih3 us Trees

carve out arm holes for the Ferformo\hce.

iUCde¥

Tohis)n-l' was the bis school Produc-h'oh of “The Wizard
of Oz.” ﬂ\e first si3h that H\ihss were hot soihs o

g0 well )na\vpehecl before the \7|a7/ even started.

I was ‘)eekihg +)nrou3‘\

‘H\e curtan o c)neck out /



how many people showed
up-to-see the play, and
guess-who-was-standing
right-up-front? My
brother Rodrick, wearing

a cli\)-oh tie.
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He must ho\Ve found out I was sihsihs, and )ne

couldnt resist the chance 4o see me embarrass myseh[.

The P‘“}' was suPPoseJ to start at 8:00, but it got

c}elaye& because Roclhey James had stage fris}ﬁ.

Youd -Fisure that someone whose Job it was to sit
on the stage and do nothing could just suck itwvp

for one Performo\hce. But Roc}hey wouldn+t bu&ae,

and eVeh+ua||;/, his mom had to carr)/ him off.




Hhs—vae—arad

The Pla)/ f.‘hally got started around 8:30.
_Nobody could remember their lines, Just like T
Predic-l'ed, but Mrs. Norton ke‘ﬂ' -H\ihss moVing

o\loha with her piano.
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The kid who Plo\yed Toto brous}ﬁ a stool and a

pile of comic books onto the stage, and that

+o+o\||>/ ruined the whole “403" effect.

When it was time for the forest scene, me and
_‘H\e o+)ner Trees }\oP\)ed into our Posi-h'ohs. T)ne

curtans rose, ahd w)neh H\e)/ dici, i )nearci

.Mahhy's Voice.
acusy) B
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Great. T have been able +o kee\) +hat nickname
quiet for five years, and now all of the sudden
the whole town knew it. T could feel about 300

pairs of eyebo\lls Poih‘l'ed my_way-

So T did some quick ad-libbiha and T was able to

deflect the embarrassment over to Archie Ke”y.

But the ma jor embarrassment was still on the



{8 »

|+M\I
=

stomachjum
J

D
r.

T looked out at the audience, and T noticed

Rodrick was kolclihg a Video camera.
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T knew that if T sang the sohg and Rodrick

recorded i+, he would kee? +he tape forever and

use it to humiliate me for the rest of my life.

T didnt know what 4o do, so when the ime

came to start sihgihs, T Jus+ ke\‘>+ m;/ mouth shut.

NN R X



For a few seconds there, things went OK. T

figured that if T didnt +ec\-mica||;/ sing the

song, -H\eh Rodrick wouldh’Jr ho\Ve ah;/-l—)nihg o

hold over my head. But after a few seconds, the

other Trees noticed T wasnt singing.
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T quess +)ney mus+tVve -H\ouqh-f T knew some+)nihq
J ), J N

+hat -H\e/y &idh'-h So +}\e/y s+oP?eJ sihaiha, +oo.

Y i

( @? ¢ PNUEN )
$e 3ND = '

Now the +hree of us were Jus+ s+ahc§ih9 +here,

hot sa;/ihg a word. Mrs. Norton must have

+houvaht we foraot the words to the sona,
V J V

_and_w)nis?ere(l the rest of the Iyrics +o0 us.

A, "
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The sonhg is oh|7l about three minutes |oh3, but
1o me it felt like an hour and a half. T was Just
\Dro\yihs the curtains would g0 down so we could

}\o? off the s+o\3e.

That's when T noticed Pa-H?/ Farrell s+ahdih3 in
the wings. And if looks could kill, us Trees would
be dead. She \DrobaHy ﬂwus*ﬁ we were ruining her

c}xo\hces of mdkiha it _to Broo\Jway or someﬂ\ihs.

Seeihs Po\'H'7/ s+ahc}ih3 there reminded me why T

sisheJ vp_to be a Tree in the first \>|ace.

I e 7 SN












Pre++7 soon, the rest of the Trees started
‘H\rowihs o\\)\)les, too. T think Toto even got in

on ‘H\e act.

Somebody knocked the glasses off of Patty’s
head, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
had fo shut down the play after that, because
Patty cant see two feet in front of her

without her 3|o\sses.

After the play was over, my family went home
together. Mom had brought a bouguet of flowers,
and T guess they were supposed to be for me.
But she ended up tossing them in the trash can

on +¥\e way out ‘H\e door.

T J'us+ }\o?e +hat eVeryohe who came to see the



‘)Iay was—as-entertained as 1 was.
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Wedheséd)[

Well, if one 300& +)nih3 came out of the ?lay, it's

+hat T dont have to worr}/ about the “Bubb)/"

nickname ah)/more.

T saw Archie Ke“;/ aetting hassled in the )nallwa)/

after fifth ?erioJ +oclo\)/. so it looks like T can

fihall)/ start to breathe a little easier.




Suhda)g

With all this stuff going on at school, T

Naven+t even had time to think about Christmas.

And it’s less than ten days away.
/ /
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Tn fact, the oh|/y ‘l’)niha +hat -h'?\‘)ed me off

+hat Christmas was coming was when Rodrick put

his wish list up_oh +he re{risero\-for.

P Rotorcks pish |

st

11 NN éwrsdrumg

GeoXiawver

M (it |

el |
He oTWuUnKen Nead

= %

T usually make a bie wish list eVer)/ year, but

this Christmas, all T reall}/ want is this video

_enmﬁ_mm;ﬁ'e(l Wizard.

Tohis}ﬁ' Mdhh/y was 3oih3 ‘H\rous}\ ‘H’\e C)nris+mds

co\+o\|09, ?ickiha out all +he stuff he wants with

a b.‘3 red marker. Mahh;/ was_circling every singlle



+o7/ in—+he ca+a|03. He waseven circlih3 rea||>/

expensive ‘H\ihss like o giant: motorizedcar—and

stoff like +hat.
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So T decided o step in and give him some sood

bis-{)roﬂ\eﬂ}/ advice.

T +old him that if he circled stuff that was
too_expensive, he was going to end up with a
bunch of clothes for Christmas. T said he
should just pick three or four medium-priced
gifts so he would end vp with a couple of

‘H\ihss he ac‘|’ud“7l wanted.

But of course Mahhy Just went back +o circ|ih3

eVeryﬂxihs again. So T guess hell Just have to



/

When T was seven, the ohl)/ +\wih3 T reall;/
ted for Chris4 Barbie D "

And NOT becauvse T like 3ir|s’ +0)/s. like

Rodrick said.
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T Just ‘H\ous}ﬁ it would be a reo\||7l awesome fort

for my +o>/ soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list that year,
they got in a big fight over it. Dad said there was
no_way he was getting me a dollhouse, but Mom
said it was healthy for me to “experiment” with

whatever kind of +o7/s T wanted o P'“}' with.

Believe it or not, Dad o\c+uo\||7/ wonh that argument.

Dad told me to start my wish list over and ‘m’ck



But I )no\Ve a secret weo\?oh w)neh it comes to

Christmas. M/y Uncle Charlie always gets me whatever

T want. T told him T wanted the Barbie Dream

House g and he said he'd hook me up.
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On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me my
gift, it was NOT what T asked for. He mustve
walked into the toy store and picked vp the first
thing he saw that had the word “Barbie”

on it.

So if you ever see a_picture of me where T'm
holdihs a BPeach Fun Barbie, now at least you

know the whole s+or7/.




But T ke1‘>+ it anyway. And OK, T admit mo\;/be

T ook it out and Pla)/ecl with it once or twice.
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’ﬂ\eﬁ’s *\ow I ended up n -H\e emersehcy room
+wo weeks later with a Pihk Barbie shoe stuck up
my_hose. And believe me, Rodrick has never let

me hear the end of THAT.

H)UFdey

Tohis)n-l' me and Mom went out o get a 3&1[+ for
+he Givihs Tree at church. ﬂ\e Givihs Tree iS
basically a Secret Santa kind of ‘H\ihﬁ where you

3e+ a sif‘l' for someone who is heecly.



O

T 4ried to talk Mom into aetting some+)nih3 a

lot cooler, like a TV or a slushie machine or

something like that.
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YIPPEE.

Because imagine if all you got on Christmas was

a wool sweater.

T'm sure our Givihs Tree avy will throw his sweater
in the trash, aloh3 with the ten cans of yarms_we

sent )nis wa7/ ciurihs ﬂ\e ﬂmhksgivihs Food Drive.

Christmas

When T woke up this morhihs and went dowr\s+airs,
there were about a million SE-HS under the Christmas

tree. But w}xeh I started 4‘33'.“3 aroth, -ﬁ\ere



e-on-+hem.
b wiﬂ'\ m7/ nam

dl any srf‘fs

were har 7
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But Mahhy made out like a bandit. He got EVERY
sihsle H\ihs he circled in the ca+a|03, no lie. So

T bet he's sla& he didn* listen to me.

T did find o couP|e ‘H\ihss with my_hame_on
them, but H\e)/ were mos+|7/ books and socks and

stuff like +hat.

ny o?ehecl my 361[-1'5 in_the corner behind the

couch, because T dont like opehing 351[+s near



Dad. Whenever someone opens-—a 361[+, Dad Swoops

rish'l' in-and—cleans up after—them:
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T gave Mannya_toy helicopter and T gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me_a book, too, but of course he didnt wrap it.
The book he got me was “Best of Ll Cutie.”
“Lil Cutie” is the worst comic in the newspaper,
and Rodrick knows how much T hate it. T +hink
this is the fourth year in a row Tve gotten a

“Li Cutie” book from Hm.

T gave Mom and Dad their 3&1[+s. T get them
the same kind of thing every year, bot parents

eat that stuff vp-

(THANKS.)
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The rest of the relatives started showihs up

around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Uncle Charlie broua\ﬁ' a bis trash b“ﬁ full of
3&1[+s, and he Pulle& my present out of the top

of the bo\s.

|

ﬂ\e Packase was the exact ris)n-l' size and s)naPe
to be a Twisted Wizard game, so T knew Uncle
Charlie came -H\roush for me. Mom got the camera

reo\éy and T +ore open. my gift.
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But i+ was Just an 8 x 10 picture of Uncle Charlie.

T guess T didn't do a good job of hiding my
disappointment, and Mom got mad. All T can say
is, T'm glad T'm still a kid, because if T had to
act happy about the kinds of gifts grown-ups

get, T dont think T could Pull it off.

——— I KNOW-THE (ﬂ\ﬁg
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T went vp_to my room to take a break for a
while. A couple minutes later, Dad knocked on my
door. He told me he had my sif-l' for me out in
_‘H\e garage, and the reason it was out there was

because it was oo bia to wrap.

And when T walked down to the garage, there

was_a_brand-new weig\ﬁ set.
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That thing must have cost a fortune. T didn't
have the heart to tell Dad that T kind of lost
interest in the whole weight-lifting thing when
the wrestling unit ended last week. So T just

said "ﬂmhks" instead.

T think Dad was ex?ed’ihs me_+to clro? down and
start c}oihs some_reps or 50me+%ih3, bot T J'us+

excused myself and_went back inside.

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

T was sitting on the couch watching Manny play
with his toys, feeling pretty sorry for myself.
Then Mom came up to me and said that she
found a_gift behind the piano with my hame on

it, and it said, “From Santa.”
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ﬂ\e box was wo?/ oo J(953 for Twis+ed \/\]izard, but
Mom \)u||ec§ the same "bis box" trick on me last
year when she got me a_memory card for my

video game sys-l'em.

So T ri\)?ec} open +he \)ackase and Pulle& out my
present. Oh|7l this wasnt Twisted Wizard,

either. T+ was a giant red wool sweater.

At first T H\ou\g*ﬁ' Mom was ?layihe some

kind of ‘Drach'cal Joke on me, because this



O

But Mom seemed 1‘>re-H'>/ confused, too. She said

she DID bu;/ me a Video game, and that she had

ho idea what the sweater was cloihg n m;/ box.
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And then T -Fisureci it out. T +old Mom there
must have been some kind of mix-uP, and T 30+

+he Givihs Tree 3“}"5 3&{‘!’, and he 30+ mine.

Mom said she used the same kind of wrapping
paper for both of our sif‘l's, so_she mustVve

written -H\e wrohg hames oh ﬂ\e +a35.

But then Mom said that this was reo\lly a sooc}
‘H\ihs, because the Givih3 Tree guy-was Probably

reo\lly )naﬂ))/ he got such a great SEH.
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T had +o ex\>|m'h +hat you heed a game S7ls+em
and a TV o P'“}' Twisted Wizard, so +he game

was +o+o\||>l useless o him.

E ven ‘H\ous}\ m7/ Christmas was not soihs that
great, T'm sure it was going a whole lot worse

for H\e Givihs Tree 307/.




T kind of decided to throw in the towel for +his

Christmas, and T headed up_to Row|e7’s house.
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T forso-f to get a 3.'1[+ for Row|e7, so I Just
sla‘>‘>ed a bow on the “Lil Cutie” book

Rodrick gave me.

Ahd +hat seemed to do the rick.

Rowley’s parents have a lot of mohey, o T can

o\lwo\ys count on them for a Sooc} Si-H.

But Rowley said that +this year he Picked out my

siH himself. Then ke {)rou3%+ me outside to show



From the way Rowle)/ was )nyx‘)ihe his present, T

+)nou3¥\+ he must have 3o-H'eh me a big-screeh

[V or a mo+orc7/c|e or someﬂ-\ihg.
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But once again, T let my }\opes aet too }\iﬁ‘\.

S

d

“Z7INNN

Row|e7 got me a Biﬁ Wheel. T guess T would
have +)nou3)n+ +his was a cool 3i1[+ when T was in

the third srac}e, but T have no idea what T'm

suPPoseJ to do wiﬂ\ one how.

Row|e7 was so enthusiastic about i+ that T +ried

my best to act like T was ha\)w anyway.

/" GEE, "\



THANKS!

“Z7INSN

We went back inside, and Row\ey showed me his

Christmas loot.
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He sure got a lot more stuff than T did. He

even aot Twisted Wizard, so at least T can play
9 7

it when T come up_to his house. That is, until

Rowle)/'s dad finds out how violent it is.

And bo;/, you Nave never seen someone das ha??;/ as

Rowle)/ with his “Lil Cutie” book. His mom said it

was the ohl;/ ‘H\ihg on his list that he didn+ aet.

Well, T'm glo\J SOMEONE got what +)ne;/

wanted +oclo\>/.
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New Year's Eve

Ih case you're woh&erihs w%o\+ I’m doihs n m7/ room

at 9:00 PeM. oh New Year’s Eve, let me fill you in.

Earlier +ocia7, me and Mahhy were horsing around in
the basement. T found a +ih7/ black ball of thread

on the carpet, and T told Mo\hhy it was a spider.

Then T Keld i+ over him Pre+ehdih3 like T was

soihs to make Hm eat it.

Ria)n-l' when T was about to let l"\o\hhy 90, he
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Well, l"\ahhy com\)le-l'el)/ lost his mind. He ran
upstairs to where Mom was, and T knew T was

n bis trouble.

Mo\hh)/ told Mom T made him eat a s‘aicler. T
told her there was no sPider, and that it was

Just a -h'hy ball of +hread.

h

|0
i~

=]




Mom broug*ﬁ Mahh)/ over to the kitchen table.

ﬂ-\eh s%e ?u+ a seed, a raisin, o\hd a gra\‘)e onh a

1|>|o\+e and +old Mo\hh)/ to_point o +he +)nih3

+hat was the closest in size to the piece of

thread he swallowed.
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Mahh)/ took a while 4o look over the -H\ihss on

£

Then he walked over to the refrisera-l'or and

+he \)lo\‘l'e.

Pulled out an orange.

AA

pann (M

t8 |

So thats why T got sent to bed at 7:00 and

AT



= .
(72}

And +hat's also w}\)/ my oh|>/ New Year's

resolution is to never ?la}/ with Mdhh)/ again.
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JANUARY

Wednesday

T found a way +o have some fun with the Bi3 Wheel
Rowley got me for Christmas. T came up with +his
game where one vy rides down the hill and the

other vy tries to knock him of £ with a football.

Rowley was the first one down the hill, and T

was ‘H\e +)nrower.

=z




= T

T+s a lot harder to hit a moving target than T
‘H\oug)n‘l'. Plus, T didn+ aet a lot of practice. T+
+ook Rowley like +en minutes to walk the Bi3 Wheel

back up the hill after every trip down.
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Rowley ke‘)-l' o\skihe to switch Plo\ces and have me
be +he one who rides the Bis Wheel, but T'm no
fool. That -H\ihs was ){\H"h'hs +Hr+7/-fNe miles an

hour, and it didnt have any brakes.

DOYYOU WANT

T VE A
(P%%WNOW?
(PANT, PANT)

MOIHANKS .
OPME NOT AS

GOOD AS YO

Ah}lwa)/ , T never did knock Rowley off the Bia
Wheel +oda7/. But T guess T have some+)nih3 to

work at over the rest of Christmas vacation.



”‘_\UFde¥

T was headihe up_to Rowle}/’s +o&a>/ to ?la;/ our

Big Wheel game_again, but Mom said T had +o

finish my Christmas -Hmhk-)/ous before T went

out ah)/w)nere.
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T +)nou3)n+ T could Just crank out my ‘H\ahk-)/ou
cards in a half hour, but when i+ came o ac+ua||7/

writing them, my mind went blank.

&= @\

Let me +ell you, it's not easy writing -H\ahk-you

notes for stuff you didnt want in the first \)lace.

T started with the nonclothes items, because T
‘H\oug)n‘l' ﬂ\ey’d be easiest. But after two or
three cards, T realized T was Pracﬁco\”)/ writing

‘H\e Same +)nih3 eVery +ime.

So T wrote up_a seheral form on the computer



with-blanks for-+he H\ihss +hat needed o c"\o\hse.

\/\]ri-fihs 'H\e cards—from -H\ere was—a-breeze.
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i hank—}yoy—so—much—for—the—awesome——=ene¢ clo e&m ------- L
% afgkﬁx Lryd ow | wanted that for Chrlstmas‘77 ‘9

Thank you so much for the awesome ehc)(clopecli

How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

.‘;‘.., .- .,. -. jah a

_____________ ehc)/dOPecl s

Thank you{or thakinp this'the best Christmas ever!

Siﬁrélér%'l%z Mr@ﬂ*eq

Dear Avnt Loretta,

| Thank you so much for the aweso

How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

ulatl




—Hovemthe—?mﬁ's—bvm%sﬁ

All my friends will be so jealous that [ have my ve

Pan+s

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever

2us 1 ol
SIncerely, DTES
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Eriday

T finally knocked Rowley off the Big Wheel today,
but it didnt happen the way T expected. T was
trying to hit him in the shoulder, but T missed,

and the football went under the front tire.

Row|e>/ tried to break his fall b}/ S‘Hckihs out his

arms, but he landed pretty hard on his lef+



T +tried o cheer him vp, but all +he Jokes +hat

usua“;/ crack him up werent workiha.
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So T knew he must be hurt pretty bad.

HEY2OLOOK AT ME!
o FMYOUR DAD!
DARR DARR DARR.

{(SINIFF)

Z7INS

Mohda;(

_Chris+mo\s Vacation is over, and now were back

at school. And you remember Row|e)/’s Bi3 Wheel
accident? Well, Ke broke his hand, and now he has
to wear a cast. Ah& +oclo\7/, eVeryohe was crowdihs

around him like he was a hero or some‘l'\'\ihs.



s ) (Fedess”) (vaupo
HURT? k(——J Y
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T 4ried to cash in on some of Row|e)/’s new

Poyularﬁy, but i+ +o+a||7 backfired.

r = ONE
w%éﬁgb@

HIS HAND!

F 18

A+t lunch a bunch of sirls invited Rowley over o

their table so -H\e)/ could FEED him.

What really ticks me off about that is that
Rowley is r.‘sh-r-hahée&, and its his LEFT hand

that's broken. So he can feed himself Just fine.

/R N






142



iueséo\?[
T realized Row|e7/’s thury H\ihs iS a ‘Dre-Hy
sood racke-l', so T decided it was time for me to

have an th'ury of my owh.

T 4ook some gavze from )nome, and T wro\\)PeJ

up_y hand to make it look like i+ was hurt.

. RAGING
ONEAUSED BY
R THAT WAS
CEFT UNTREATED!

T couldn® 'Fisure out w%y +he Sirls weren+

swarming me like +)ne>/ swarmed Rowley , but then



—I—Feaheé—whe%e—?m{;lem—was,

See, the cast is a great 3immick because eVer;/ohe

wants fo sign their name on it. But its not exactly

easy to sian aduze with a pen.
/ J \J \
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So T came up with a solution that T -H\ou3¥\+

LIKE TO

SYMPA'I'I-IY SI-IEET?

was J'us-t as Sood.

That idea was a total bust, +oo. My bo\hdo\se did

end up_attracting attention from a couple of
\>e0\>|e , but believe me, -H\e}/ were hot the +7/\>e

of Peop|e T was going for.

CANET PEEK
AT OYOUR

INFECTION? G0
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Mohday

Last week we started the third quarter at

school, so now T have a whole bunch of new

classes. One of the classes T sighe& up for is

some-ﬂ\ihe called Ihclet‘)ehcleh-!' S+ucl)/.

T WANTED +o 553h up for Home E conomics 2,

becavse T was ?re-H')/ sooJ at Home Ec 1.

But beih3 sood at sewing does not exo\c-H;/ bu;/

you ?ox‘)ulari-r;/ points at school.

“ER,UALLY \
DERED )

5?91




|

Ahywa/y, +his 1h&e1‘)ehdeh+ S+ud;/ +hih3 is an

experiment ‘H\e;/’re +r;/ih3 out at our school for

the first time.
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The idea is +hat the class agets o\ssishe& a_project,
and then 7/ou have 4o work on i+ +03e+}\er with ho

teacher in the room for +he whole quarter.

ﬂ\e catch is that when you’re done ) eVeryohe
n your group 3e+s -H\e Same sro\c}e. I found out
that Ricky Fisher is in my class, which could be

a {)is Problem.

Ricky’s bi3 claim to fame is that hell \)ick the
gum off the bottom of a desk and chew it if 7/ou
pay him 1(51[‘1'7/ cents. So T don+ rea"y have )nish

)noPes for our final srade.

iUCde¥



Today-we-got-our Tndependent Study-assignment,
| A

At first eVer;/{)ocl;/ kind of freaked out, because

we +)nou3)n+ we were going to Nave +o build the

robot from scratch.
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But Mr. Darnell told us we dont have +o build
an actual robot. We Just heed to come up with
ideas for what our robot mis)n-l' look like and

what kinds of +Hhss it would be able +o do.

Then he left the room, and we were on our own.

We started braihs-formihs r.'3¥\+ away. T wrote

down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard.

t+he tobot would
da/my hiomework
do +he dishes

make ™y br‘ea‘;;

brosh Y teeth

Evarybo&y was \)re-H'y irn\)resse& wiﬂ\ my ideas R

but it was easy to_come uvp with them. All T



i

But a cou?le of the 3ir|s 3o+ up to the front of

-H\e room, o\hd -H\e;/ }\ad some ideo\s of -H\eir own.

ﬂ'\e;/ erased my list and drew up +heir own Plah.




147



'ﬂ\ey wanted to invent a robot that would siVe
you Ja-h'hs advice and have ten +7/\7es of li\) 3|oss

on its 1[ih3er+i\>s.

All us_guys thought this was the stupidest idea
we_ever heard. So we ended up splitting into two
groups,_girls and boys. The boys went to the
other side of the room while the girls stood

around ‘hxlkihg.

Now that we had all +the serious workers in one

\)|ace, we got to work. Someone had the idea



‘H\o\‘i’ 7°° can say 7'°°r hame +o +¥\e robot and i+

can de it-back o 7I°°’

HiBOR it. i
NE = CVELS Pl i
mEET o BO|
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But then someone else Poih‘l'ed out that you
shouldnt be able +o use bad words for your
hame, because the robot shouldn+ be able +o
crse. So we decided we should come up with a
list of all the bad words the robot shouldnt be

able to say.

We came up with all +he resular bad words, but

then Ricky Fisher came up with +weh+7/ more the

rest of us had never even heard before.

So Ricky ended up beihs one of the most valuable

contributors on this pro Jed’.



Rig)\‘f before the bell rang, Mr. Darnell came

back in the room to check on our progress. He

Led o the oiece of .

and read it over.
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To make a lohg story short, Ih&epeh&eh‘f S+ucl7/

is canceled for the rest of the year.

Well, at least it is for us boys. So if the robots
in the future are going around with cherry |i‘>
sloss for fihgers , ot least now you know how it

all got started.

H)Uf'dey

Th school +ocla>/ +)ne7/ had a general assembly and



“ ) »

Mwmﬁu.—

The movie is all about how you should be %ap‘y

wiﬂ\ who ;/ou are ahd hot cho\hse ah;/ﬂ-\ihg

about )/ourself .
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To be honest with you, T +hink thats a reo\ll)/
dumb message to be +e||ih3 kids, esPecially +he

ones at my school.

Later on, +¥\e>/ made an announcement that
there are some openings on +he Safe’ry Patrols,

and that 30+ me ‘H\Ehkihs.

T£ someone \)icks oh a Sm[e‘!y Patrol, it can aet



Plus, T realized that maybe beihe in_a_position

of au+}\ori+;/ could be 300& for me.
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oSS

STREET NOW'?

‘

~ .\

T went down to Mr. Wuhskys office and s.sheJ
my/seh[ up, and T got Rowley to_sigh up, too.
T +)nou3)n+ Mr. \/Jihsky would make us do a
bunch of c‘wih-uPs or JumPihs Jo\cks or someﬂ\iha
to prove we were up for the Job, but he Jus-i'

handed us our belts and bo\c}ses on the spot.
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Mr. \/Jihsky said the opehings were for a sPecio\l
assighment. Our school is right hext to the
elemeh+o\r7/ school, and -H\e)/'Ve got a half—day

kihc}ersar‘l'eh -H\ere.

He wants us o walk the morning session kids home
in the middle of the day. T realized that meant
we would_miss twenty minutes of Pre-Algebra.
Rowley must have figured that out, too, because
he started to speak up. But T gave him a wicked

Pihd\ underneath the desk before he could finish

Hs sentence.

o T WE
WOULD MISS




T couldnt believe my luck. T was getting instant bu||7/
protection and a free pass fromhalf of Pre-Al Sebra,

and T didnteven have +o lifta -Fihser.
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iUCde¥

Tocla)/ was our first Jay as San[e+7/ Patrols. Me and
Rowley dont +ec}\hica||>/ Nave stations like all +he
other Patrols, so that means we don+ have to stand

out in the -Freezihs cold for an hour before school,

But that didnt s+0\> us from coming to +he
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate +¥xe>/ hand

out to the other Patrols before homeroom.

Ahoﬂ'\er 3reo\+ Perk is that 7/00 3e+ to show up

ten minutes late for first Periocl.







154



Tm +e||ih3 you, Tve got it made with +his

Safety Patrol thing.

At 12:15, me and Rowley lef+ school and walked
the kihc}ersar-l'hers home. The whole trip ate vp
for‘l'y--ﬁ'Ve minutes, and there were oh|7/ +weh+7/

minutes of Pre-Abebra lef+ when we got back.

\rJalkihS the kids home was no sweat. But one of
+he kihéersar-l'hers started to smell a little fuhhy ,

and T +hink mo\ybe he had an accident in his \)dh‘l's.

He tried to let me know about it, but T Just
stared s+rai3}\+ ahead and ke‘>+ wa|kih3. T

take these kids home, but believe me, T didnt

sigh up_for any Jia?er duﬁy.

am
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FEBRUARY

Wednesday

Toc}ay it snowed for the first +ime this winter )
and school was canceled. We were suP?oseJ to

have a test in Pre-Alsebra, and TVve kind of
slacked off ever since T became a Smfe-ry Patrol.

So T was Psycheci.

T ¥ v %

T called Row|e7/ and told him to come over. Me and



him-have been +a|l<ih3 abou+t buil&ihs +he world’s

{Jisses-f showman—for—the past couyle of years-how

And when T sy the world’s bisses-r Showman,
T'm not kinihs. Our Soo\l is to get into the

“Guinness Book of World Records.”
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But eVery time we Ve so-Heh serious about soihs
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
weVe missed our window of oP‘)or+uhi-|7/. So this

year, 1 wanted to 3e+ started riSH away.

When Row|e>/ came over, we started ro||ih3 +he



first snowball to-make the base. T 'Fisurecl +he
base was going—to have to be at least eis}ﬁ feet
+all on its own if we wanted +o have a shot at
breakihs the record. But the snowball got-real
)neaVy, and we had +o take a bunch of breaks in

between rolls so we could catch our breath.
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During one of our breaks, Mom came outside +o g0

to the grocery store, but our snowball was blockiha




I /) )

/]

After our break, me and Rowle;/ ?us)ned +hat

showball until we couldnt ?usk it any farther.

But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess

we had made.
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The snowball had gotten so %eaVV that it +ore

up_all the sod Dad had Just laid down this fall.

T was )no‘)ihg it would snow a few more inches

and cover Up._our tracks, but Just like that, it

.s+o‘>‘>ec1 Showihs.

Our \)|ah to build the world’s bisses-l' showman



EVer;/ time it shows, the kids from \rJ)nirle;/

Street use our hill for s|edclih3, even -H\oush +his

isnt their heiehbor)noocl.
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So tomorrow morhing, when the \/\“\iﬂe)/ Street
kids come marc%ihs up_our hll, me and Row|e7/ are

going to teach those guys a lesson.

H)Uf'de¥

When T woke up +his morhihs, the snow was

o\lready starting o melt. So T +told Row|e>/ to




%%Fy—e\a—mé—ge#—éewhéke—mf\awse.—

While T was waiting for Rowle/y to show vp., T

watched Mo\hh;/ +r;/ih3 1o build a snowman out of

+he ?ucldl;/ crumbs of snow that were left over

from our snowball.




160



T+ was ac+ua||7/ kind of Pa+)ne-h'c.

1l really couldnt *\e|‘> c}oihs what T did next.
Uhfor-ruho\-fel)/ for me, ris}ﬁ at that moment,

Dad was at the front window.

u-'f:!”/'

)






Dad was ALREADY mad at me for tearing up

the sod, so T knew T was in for it. T heard the
garage door open and T saw Dad coming outside.
He marched right out carrying a show shovel, and T

‘H\oug)n‘l' T was soihs +o have 4o make a run for it.

But Dad was \\eo\c}ihs for my snowball, not me.

And in less than a minute, he reduced all our

hard work o ho+¥\ih3. / | |\
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Row|e>/ came {)7/ a few minutes later. T -Hwous}ﬁ he

mish-l' ac+ua||7 get a kick out of what ha?‘)ehed.

But T guess he had his heart set on rolling
that snowball down the hill, and he was really
mad. But get this: Rowley was mad at ME for

what DAD did.

T +4old Row|e>/ he was beihs a bis baby, and we
got in a shovihs match. Ris}ﬁ when it looked like

we_were going to get in an all-out 14'3*\‘!’, we got



o\mbus}\ed from -H\e stree+t.
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T+ was a hit-and-run b}/ +he \/\n\irley Street kids.

XL

And if Mrs. Levine, my Ehslish teacher, was
there, T'm sure she would have said the whole

. . o, . »
sitvation was ironic.



Wedhesdd)[

To&a)/ at school ﬂ\e;/ announced there’s an opehing
l . | ] | ].l l! . I . | |
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Bryan has this comic called “Wacky Dawa,” and
/ / ~

when it started off, it was actually pretty funny.
[/ / /

But |d+e|)/, Bryah’s been using his strip to handle

his_personal b.us.i.n.e,s.s.......I......9.4,4;5.5....ihg:tfs....w.h?(....:thgy .......................................................................................................................

gave him the axe.

WacltyDawg Br
“iHey, Attt ey, ually, %wapﬁmmm

Wacky I have ryan is very sorry he kis
Dawy, say something || .ibest. frigtihRachel behi
&0Méthin'  serious on || lockers. He hopes you can
' ‘ your-hedrd=to fo

Eﬁ ﬂﬁ@%}% v(l:
ou still ow

— fivedoliar

As soon as T heard the news, T knew T had +o

+r;/ out. "Wucky Po\W3“ made Bryah Litte a




T had o taste of what it's like to be famous at

my school when T won honorable mention in this

qn+;smok.'n3 contest 'H\e)/ had.




165



All T did was trace a picture from one of
Rodrick’s )neo\v)/ me+tal magazines, but |ucki|7l, no

one ever {ouhd out.

_DORN'TOSMOKE OR
YOU'LL LOOK "LIKE ME.

The kid who won first Place is named Chris

Co\rhey. And what kind of ticks me off is that

Chris _smokes at least a \mck of cigarettes o Jay.

ATNNA
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”)U('dey

Me and Rowley decided to team up and do a
cartoon +03e+)ner. So after school +oda7/ he came

over to rn}/ )nouse, and we 30'!' to work.

quick, but +)na+ turned out to be ﬂ\e easy

_Po\r+. When we tried to think upSome Jokes,

we_kind of hit a wall.

T fihally came up with a Sood solution.

T made up_a_cartoon where the ‘Juhc% line of



| . . “z ! ' ‘3 .’l\

That way we wouldn t aet bosgeé down with havihs

to write actual jokes, and we could concentrateon

+he 1‘>ic+ures.
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For the first couple of strips, T did +the writing




N

Rowley started complo\ihihs +hat he didnt have

ehoua% to do, so T let him write o few of the strips.
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But 4o be honest with /you, there was a pretty
i /

obvious drop in quality once Rowley started doing
A} 1 / / V'

the writing.

ITh ahe:beh beh

waitia

d ‘\ambur‘get‘

o~ £ e
A D G C
G 157 | | < S
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EVeh+ua||7 T got kind of sick of the “Zoo-Wee

Mama' idea and T ?re-H';/ much let Rowle)/ take

over the whole operation.
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And believe i+ or not, Rowley’s drawing skills
) 9

are worse than his writing skills.

—

@eﬂrﬁﬂ?’f‘f
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T mustve banged out twenty strips, and T

didnt even break a sweat.

%&yﬁq BTRITS %BATE %ﬁg@ CK, Ygu pb(.\)l?%xl"
LITTLE BOX? | \
CE/
S
PTG RN TT ALL T
CTORSCOULD 1 e .
ERRe s | ye0d rion
CRACK IN IT. A CRACK IN
\.
C

e




N Ma\ M N\
I\ I l.J“ \

QP e |I H"]

FORGOT.

The 3rea+ +)nih3 about these “Creig}\‘l'oh +he Cretin”

comics is that with all the idiots runhing around my

school, T will NEVER run out of new material.
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When T got to school +odaly, T +ook my comics

1o Mr. Tras office. He's the +eacher who runs

+he school hewspaper.

But when T went to turn my strips_in, T saw

+hat there was a Pile of comics from other kids

..w.)no...._were ‘h‘}/ihs out for the Jo{).

Most of them were Pre++)/ bad, so T wasn+t too

worried about the com1\>e+i+ioh.
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Bill is alwa;/s in detention, so L guess he has a

bone o ?ick with uius’r about eVer)/ teacher in the

school, ihcluc{ihg Mi=—F e
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So T'm not too worried about the chances of

Bill's comic getting in, either.

lines
(Prormhe PoY

There were ac+ua||7 one or two decent comics in

the bin. But T slh\:w‘)ecl them under a Pile of

?aPerwork on Mr. Tra’s desk.

Ho?efully, +hose ones wont turn up ontil T'm

in hi 3*\ school.
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H)Ul"de¥

Today, durina mornina anhouncements, L aot
/ J J \J

the news T was ho?ihe_ for.
NEW

RA“%%

CAR FOR THE
SﬁmﬁEyPAPER IS+
GREG HEFFLEY!

77101

The paper came out +ocla}/ at lunch time, and

everyone was reading it

T reall)/ wanted to ?ick up_a_copy o see my




name-in-print; bot T decided o Just \>|o\7/ i+cool

for—a-while-instead-
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T sat at the end of the lunch +able so there

would be Pleh-l')/ of room for me 4o start sighing
autographs for my new fans. But hobody was coming
over to tell me how great my comic was, and T

started o 3e+ ‘H\e feeh'hs some-ﬁ\ihs was wronhg.

T srabbec} a_paper and went into the bathroom
to check it out. Ahd when T saw m7/ comic, L

Pro\c-l'icany had a heart attack.

Mr. Tra told me he had made some “minor
edits” +o m7/ comic. I ‘H\oug)n'l' he J'us-f meant he

he fixed spelling mistakes and stuff like that, but



ﬂ\e comic )ne ruihed was ohe of m;/ favorite ones,

too. T +he orieiho\l ) Creie*ﬁoh the Cretin is +o\kih3

a math test, and he acci&eh-l'all)/ eats it. And then

+he teacher 7e||s at him for beihs such a moron.
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By the time Mr. Tra was done with i1, you

_Pro\c-HcaH)/ couldnt recoghize it as the same strip.

Creightofithe Tieridus Seadefiey Teche: iy Grégo

then what would x be?

Teacher; if x +43 =289, Créighton, % ‘wou
then what would x be?

|||||

(=

0 it~

THaks, KA if You want to lear
more abolt math, be sure to visit
_ Vi oHimphiey during his office
~_ hours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
Math and Science section!

So I’m ‘Dre'Hy sure I wont be sishihg au+osra\>)ns

dh7l+i me_Soon.
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MARCH

Wednesday

Me and Row|e7 were eh\j°)';h3 our hot chocolate
in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols
+oc}o\7/, and there was an announcement on the

|ouc}$\>eo\ker.

%%EFFERSON,
VREPORT:ETO MR
WINSKY'S OFFICE
IMMEDIATELY.

 J
71N

Rowley went downh to Mr. Wihsk/s office, and
when Rowley came back fifteen minutes later, he

looked Pre-H'y shaken Up-




A?Pareh-H)/ Mue: Wihsk;/ got a call from a 1|>areh+

who said +)ne;/ withessed Row|e)/ "+errori7_ih3"

wa”(ihe them home from school. And Mr. \r\]ihsk)/

‘was rea||7/ mad about it.
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Rowley said Mr. \/Jihsky 7/e||eci at him for about

ten minutes and said his actions "JisresPed'ed

+he baése.“

x YA\
'!‘ ‘u' G
w o

You know, T +hink T rm'g)n‘!' Jus-f know what this
is_all about. Last week, Row|e>/ had to take a
quiz Jurihg fourth \aeriod, so L walked the

kihc}ersar'l'hers home on my own.

T+ Kad rained that morhihs, and there were a
lot of worms on the sidewalk. So T decided to

have some fun with the kids.
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But some heis)nbor}\ood lady saw what T was

Joiha, and she yelleé at me from her front \Dorc)n.

T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is friends with Row|e)/’s
mom. She must have -H\OUSH' T was Row|e7/,
becavse T was borrowihs his coat. Ah& T wasnt

about to correct her, either.

PR
IPAL IS
GOINGTO HEAR

ABOUT THIS!




au for30+ about-the whole incident undil +oc§a>/.

Ah}lwa)/, Mr. \/\]ihsky +old Rowley he’s going to
have o o\\)olosize to the kihclersar‘l'hers tomorrow
mornhing, and that he's susPeh&ed from Patrols

1[or a week.
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T knew T should probably just +ell Mr. Winsky it
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But
T wasn't ready to set the record straight just
yet. T knew if T confessed, T'd lose my hot
chocolate privileges. And that right there was

ehous% to make me keev quie+ for +he time beihs.

At dinner +oh53¥\+, Mom could ell some+)nih3
was bo+)nerih3 me, So she came up o m7/ room

afterward to talk.

T told her T was in a +ou3}\ situation, and T

didnt know what o do.

T got to give Mom credit for how she handled
it. She didnt +r7/ +o pry and aet all the details.

All she said was that T should +r7/ to do the



"rish-l' ‘H’\ihs," because i+s our choices that make

S W‘\O we-are.
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T fisure +hat's \)re‘H?I decent advice. But T'm still

hot 100% sure what T'm going to do tomorrow.

”)Uf'dey

Well, T was vp all night tossing and turning
over this Row|e7/ situation, but T finally made
up_my mind. T decided the right thing to do
was to just let Rowley take one for the team

‘H\is +ime around.

RYI

YO

YOU CI-IILDREN




On the way home from school, T came clean with

Rowle)/ and told him the whole truth about what
happened, and how it was me who chased the

kids with the worms.
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Then T +4old him there were lessons we could

both learn from this. T told him T learned to be

more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.

Trvine's house, and that he learned a valvable

lesson, too, which is this: Be careful about who

7ou lend )/our coat to.

K S X \IEQ%IS HAS
o\ _@é%ERTENCE FOR |

S —

To_be honest with )/ou, m;/ message didnt seem

1o be aettina throuvah to Rowley.
J J J /

We were su??oseci to ho\he out after school




T couldnt reall)/ blame him. Becauvse if T didn+

have m)/ Kot chocolate this morhing,, T wouldnt

have had much eherg;/. either.
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When T got home, Mom was waiting for me at

‘H\e front door.

Mom +ook me out to get some ice cream as a s?ecio\l
treat. And what this whole e\aisoJe has +o\u3)n+ me
is that every once in_a while, its not such a bad

idea to listen o your mother.




SLORP

i

-
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iUCde¥

There was another announcement on the |ouc}st‘>eaker

+o&a7. and to be honest with ;/ou. T kind of

fiaured this one was comina.
J J

T knew it was uius’r a_matter of time before T

got busted for what \-\m‘n‘)ehe& last week.

When T got to Mr. Wihsk)/'s office, he was




“ »

e real-coborit | asinencident.

Then he told me T was relieved of my Sm[e+)/

Patrol duties “effective immeclia+e|)/."
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Well, i+ doesnt take a detective o fisure out

+hat the o\hohymous source was Rowley.

T can’t believe Rowley went and backstabbed
me like that. While T was sitting there getting
chewed out by Mr. Winsky, T was thinking, T
need to_remember to give my friend a lecture

about loyal-l')/.

Later on +odo\)/, Row|e>/ got reinstated as a Patrol.

And aet this: He ac+ua||7/ got a PROMOTION.

Mr. \/Jihsky said Rowley had “exhibited c}ishi’r)/




vhder {false susPicioh."
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T +)nou3)n+ about rea“/\/ |e‘H'ih3 Rowle/y have it

for ratting me out like that, but then T

realized someﬂ'\ihg.

Thn June, all the officers in the Sm[e+)/ Patrols

90 oh a trip fo Six Flass, and -H\e;/ get to take

o\loh3 one friend. T need to make sure Rowle)/

knows T'm his auy.
v/

LETSRIE GET

}

iUCde¥



R R R
cohetemortriones

EVer;/ morning, T g0 to the back door of the

cafeteria so Rowle)/ can hook me up.
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But eiﬂ\er rn)/ friend }\as gohe deaf or )ne’s ‘oo
busy kissihs the other officers’ butts to notice me

at ‘H\e window.

Th fact, now that T think of i, Row|e>/ has been
TOTALLY giving me +he cold shoulder |a+e|7/. And

+hat's reo\lly lame, because if T recall correc-H)/,

HE’S +he one that sold ME out.

E ven ‘H\ous}\ Rowle)/ has been a total Jerk |a+e|7,
T +tried to break +he ice with him +oda7/, o\hyway.

But even THAT didn4t seem to work.
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APRIL
Mg)g
Ever since the worm incident, Rowley has been
hanging out with Collin Lee every c}o\y after school.

What really stinks is that Collin is suPPosed to

be MY bo\cku‘) friend.

Those guys are acting +o+a||7/ ridiculous. To&o\y,
Rowley and_Collin were wearing, these ma+c)nih3

T-shirts, and it made me just about want to vomit.




After dinner +ohi3¥\+, T saw Rowley and Collin

walkihs up the hill +03e+\\er, c}wmmihs it up.
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Collin had his oVerhis}rl' bas, so T knew -H\ey

were going to do a slee\)oVer at Rowley’s.

And T thought, Well, two can play at THAT
game. The best way to get back at Rowley was
to get a new best friend of my own. But
uhfor+uha+e|7, the oh|7/ person who came to mind

r.‘sh-r at that moment was 'Fresle)/.

T went up_to ‘Fresle)/’s with my oVerhi3%+ {)aa so

Rowley could see T had other friend opions, too.

When T got there, Fre3|e7l was in his front
7/arcl s+a{>bih3 a kite with a stick. ﬂ\a-i"s when
T started to think md?l{)e this wasn+t the best

idea after all.

RN
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But Rowley was in Hs front yard, and he was

wa+c¥\ih3 me. So T knew there was no turning back.

T invited myseh[ into ‘Fresley's house. His mom said
she was excited to see ‘Fresle}/ with a "Playma-l'e,"

w)nich was a term 1 was not too ehﬂwsio\S‘h'c about.

Me and Fresley went upstairs o Nis room.
Fresley tried o get me to \>|a7/ Twister with

Hm, so I made sure T s+a7/eJ ten feet away



from-him-at-alltimes
LA} TGO e

T decided that T should Just Pull the 1‘>|u3 oh

this stooid id | g0 | Bod e T
looked out the window, Rowley and Collin were

siﬂl_ih_gmley's front 7/ar(l.
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T didn’t want 1o leave until those guys went back
inside. But things started to get out of hand with
Fregley pretty quickly. When T was looking out the
window, Fregley broke into my backpack and ate the

whole {)as onf\jelly beans T had in there.

‘Fresley's one of these kids who's not su‘D\)osec}
1o eat any_sugar, so two minutes later, he was

bouhcihs off the walls.

——5)
— I




T ket‘)-f ﬂ'\ihkihg he was soihg to come down off

of his sugar high, but he didnt. Eventually, T

locked m)/self in_his bathroom to wait him out.
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Around 11:30, i+ got quiet out in +he %allwa{y.

That's when Freagley slipped a piece of paper
e I LI} L} A} L}

uh&er +)ne cloor.

;m me%/ S 60\"\7‘ \/11

CH-@%A—»@U—W&\L—Q——

hooder 5 my finger:




hiege Typyfreesh- |

+-ﬁ-$ ?W\’ 5{9 7IUU \

comag

™me

back \

/\L

—

S,
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That's the last +)nih3 T remember before T

blacked out.

T came o my_senses a few Nours later. After T
woke up, :[ cracked -H\e c}oor opeh, ahé I \\earc}
shoring coming from ‘Fresle)/’s room. So T decided

to make a run for it.

Mom and Dad were not )na\)\ay with me for getting
them out of bed at 2:00 in the morhing, But b}/

+hat point, T could reo\lly care less.
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Mohda;(

Well, me and Row|e7/ have ow[wficially been ex-friends
for about a month now, and to be honest with

you, ’rm better off wi+)nou+ }\im.

T slad T con Just do whatever T want without
}xo\viha to worry about carryihs all that dead

weis*ﬁ' around.

Lo\+e|7/ TVe been )nahsihs out in Rodrick’s room
after school and going -H\rous% his stuff. The other

éay, T found one of his middle school yearbooks.




Rodrick wrote on eVery{)ody’s Pic+ure in )nis
yearbook, So_you_can tell how he felt about all

the kids in_his_grade.
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EVery once in a while, T see Rodrick’s old classmates
around town. Ahc} I }\aVe to remember +o -H\ahk

Roclrick for mdkihs d\urc}\ a lot more ih+eres+ih3.




Bt theonseim Rodeck'svarbookth
e irboresbingis-theClass Favorthossame

That's where +¥\e)/ 1|>u+ 1‘>ic+ures of the kids who

get voted Most Po‘)ular and Most Talented and

all that.




197



Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, too.

MOSTILEKET YOISWSUEKTEED

L~ et
Bill“Watson Kathy Nguyen

You know, this Class Favorites ‘H’\ihs has rea"y

30+ m7/ gears +urhih3.

1f you_can get yourseh[ voted onto the Class
Favorites page, you're Pro\cﬁcally ah immor+tal.

Even if you dont live up_to what you got



Peoyle still treat Bill Watson like he’s someﬂ\ihs

s?ecicﬂ, even +)nou3¥\ he ended up Jrot‘)?ihs out of

Hg)\ school.
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We still run into him at the Food Barn eVery

once in a while.

T0E THAT BE
PLASTICS OR
PLASTIC, MAAM?

So Kere's what T'm -H\ihkihgi This school year
has been kind of a bus+, but if T con se+ voted

as a Class Favorite, T g0 out oh a }\is)n note.

TVe been +r7/ih3 to think of a ca+e30r7/ T have

a shot at. Most Po\aular and Most Athletic are



At first T +)nou3)n+ mo\;/{)e T should wear reo\lly

nice clothes for the rest of the )/ear so I can

3e+ Best Dressed.
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But that would mean T would have o get my
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she

dresses like a Pilsrim.







Wednesday

Las+ his}ﬁ T was |7/ih3 in bed, and it hit me: T

should 90 for Class Clown.

T+s not like T'm known for beihs real -Fuhhy at
school or ahyﬂxihs, but if T can ‘>u|| off one bis

\)ro\hk risH' before voting, +hat could do it.



YEEOWW!

THUMB
TACK



MAY THURSDAY TODAY I WAS TRYING TO FIGURE

OITHOW-T-WAS
GOING TO SNEAK A THUMBTACK ONTO MR.

CHAIR I G

HARBES

Mr. Worth told us he has a dentists

a\a‘)oih-rmeh-i'

‘omorrow, So were Soihs to have a

substitute.

GREG HEWM CONOH You can sa7/ Jus+
" WILL YOU PLEASE

DO THIS PROBLEM? j°>—
a\_rl Thihg you wah+ wm

kXCUSE MEJ o %

FANNY, GRANNY? )
"WELL, 1- HARD\\

Al

T IThN L T IATC —




\Ll'_u.l\ll‘\ I HAL J:://YOUR—S] HP-——

HAPPY
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‘Frida;g
T walked into my His+ory class +oc§o\)/, reo\dy

to execute my ‘)lah. But when T got o the

c}oor, guess who -H\e substitute +eacher was P

WNE\/

’

Of all the Peoﬂe in the world to be our sub

+oc}o\7/, it was Mom. T +¥\ou3)n+ Mom's Jays of

aetting involved at my school were over.



:\: was_in +)_m'rr_l Srnr_le
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Mom had Pre\)o\red all sorts of material +o )nelp us
kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all
anyone wanted to do was watch the animals go

o the bathroom.

@E(%EHEEEMEE I—IEED
e ‘( (

#"fl

| ELEPHANTS

O\

)

= 2 /

- v /|
O/"\. Qno.u o ,—-\C

;” ;n L] ,J/‘\\ L‘k
LI
(’\.

™

-Ahfw“)" Mom +o+a||7/ {oiled my Pldh 4o win Class
Clown. T'm Just lucky there’s not a ccrl'esory
called Bisaes-t Mama s B°7" because after +ocla7,

T'd win that one in a landslide.

( . ':E“i.




)ﬂ HUME! /
(]
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Wednesday

The school paper came out again +oc§a7/. T quit
my. Job_as school _cartoonist after “Creighton the
Curious Student” came out, and T didnt rea||7/

care who +)ne>/ Pickec{ to re‘>|dce me.

But everyohe was |au3¥\ih3 at the comics page at
lunch, so T ?icked up-a_copy to see what was so
fuhhy. And when T oPehed it up, T couldnt

believe My eyes.

T+ was “Zoo-Wee Mama.” And of course Mr. Tra

didnt c)ndhse a sih3|e WORD of Row|e7’s strip.

7o0-Wee Mama hv Rowlev Te



A N NS T LW AL AR

Z.00- Wee' M‘é'fma

“BJféﬂui' .-r u
730 you

\Jﬁnﬁ}s“'“
‘*‘ﬁ ch:Z

ﬂ‘“%‘fﬂ- date,

by’Rowley Jeffrson

“'aﬁ?*rfo-’f a

?"“I”am US'I- |
ESﬁé of {Bose clc:?s |
W“+h“3 t‘ﬁh hair
"R -i-hnnks
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So now Rowley’s getting all the fame +hat was

suPPoseJ to be mine.

VYOU PUT
%@W OUR
COMIC?

Even the teachers are kissiha Rowley’s bot+. T
almost lost my lunch when Mr. Worth JroP‘)eJ his

chalk in His+or7/ class—
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Mohda;(

This “Zoo-Wee Mama” thing has really got me
worked vp. Rowley is getting all the credit for
comic_that we came up with together. T figured
the least he could do was put my name on the

s+n"> as +)ne co-creator.

So T went vp_to Rowley after school and +old
him +hat's what he was gonhha have to do. But
Rowley said “Zoo-Wee Mama’ was all HIS idea

and_that T didnt have anything fo do with it.

T guess we mustVe been +a|kih3 ‘Dre-Hy loud,
because -H\e next -H\ihs 7/ou khew, we attracted

a_crowd.

FIGHT! FIGHT!
FIGHT!

FIGH
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The kids at my school are ALWAYS H'c)nihs to
see a fishi'. Me and Row|e>/ tried +o walk away,
but +hose auys weren+ going o le+ us g0 until

‘H\ey Saw UuS ‘H\row Some \)uhches.

TVe never been in a real fight before, so T didnt
know how T was supposed to_stand or hold my
fists or anything. And you could tell Rowley

didnt know what he was doing either, because he

Just started prancing around like a |e\>rec¥muh.




Twas-pretty-sure Tcould-take Rowley-in-a
fight, bt the thing that made me nervous was
the fact that Rowley takes karate: T-dont know
whoat-kind-of-hocus-pocus +he7 teach in Rowley’s
karate classes; but—the tastthing T -needed-was

for him to |a7l meout ris)n‘l' +here on the black‘l‘o‘).
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Before me or Rowley made a move, there was a
screed\ihs sound in the school \Darkihs lot. A
buhc}\ of +eeha3ers %o\d s+0\>\>ed -Hweir Pickuv

truck, and they started piling out.

T was J'us+ }“"\7\77' +hat eVeryohe’s attention was
on the teenagers instead of me and Rowley. But

all the other kids took off when the teenagers

started )neo\&ihg our W“}"

? ?
L)
771\NS

jﬁ}

And then T realized +hat these teenagers




Jeekeé—aw@%ﬂﬂﬁr.

ﬂw-l"s w\-\eh it H‘l’ me. T’nese were -H\e Same

auys who chased me and Rowle;/ around on

Halloween his\ﬁ, and +)ne/y had -fihallly caug\-\‘r up

wi'H'\ uS.
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But before we could make a run for it, we had our

arms_pinhed behind our backs.

Those uys wanted to teach us a lesson for
taunting them on Halloween his)n‘l', and +)ne7

started arguing over. what they should do with vs.

But to be *\ohesi’ wH')n 7/ou, I was more concerned

about 50me+}\ih3 else. The Cheese was ohly a few
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ﬂ\e bis +eeha3er must ho\Ve causH' m7l e7/e,
because the next -ﬁ\ihs T knew, he was |ookih3
at the C}\eese, “oo. Ahd T guess +hat gave him

the idea he was |ookih3 for.

Rowley got sihslec} out first. The bia kid srabbed

Rowley and Jro\saec} him over o the Cheese.

Now, T dont want to say ede‘H7/ what ho\\)\)ehed
next. Pecause if Rowley ever tries to run for
Presicleh-l' and someone finds out w}wd- +)nese suys

made him Jo, he wont have a chance.

So T put it to you +his wa7/: ﬂ\ey made Rowley

— the Cheese.
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T knew +¥xe>/ were gohhd make me do i+, too. T
started o \)dhic, becavse T knew T wasnt soihs

+o be able to f@ﬁ my_way out of this situation.

So T did some fast talking instead.

I LB BUT
fﬁ‘éﬁ%’éﬁ; RGIC
TO DAIRY!

R

And believe it or not, it ac+uo\||7/ worked.
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T guess the feenagers were satisfied they had
made their point, because after they made
Rowley finish off the rest of the Cheese, they
let us_go. They got back in their truck and

took off down the road.

Me and Row|e7 walked home +03e+¥\er. But neither

one of us really said ahy-H\ihS on the way back.

T +)nou3)n+ about mentioning to Row|e7l +hat
maybe he could have \)uNed out a cou?|e of his
karate moves back there, but someﬂ\ihs told me

1o Nold off on that ﬂ\ou\g*ﬁ for ris}ﬁ now.

SHURDER
SHUDDER

“rr LAY

C 5 el
a;f! :




o
—~ ﬁmﬂm
T \
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iUCde¥

At school +oc}a7l, the teachers let us outside

after lunch.

I‘l’ +ook about five secohJs for someone o
realize the Cheese was missing from its spot on

the black‘l‘o‘).

)

EVeryboc}y crowded around to look at where the



Peo1|>|e started coming up with these crcu_;/ +heories

about what hm‘)?ehed to it. Someboéy said that

mgybg_j}m_Chggsg_grm_lggs__a_n&_w_o\_lkgzl_gu% ______________________________
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T+ ook all my self-control +o kee\) my mouth
shut. And if Row|e>/ wasn+ s-hxhdihs ris}ﬁ'
there, T }\ohes-H)/ dont know if T could have

ke\)-f quie-l'.

A couvle of the avys who were arguing over what

ho\ﬂ)ehed +o the Cheese were the same ones who
were egging me and Row|e7/ on 7/es+erda)/ afternoon.
So T knew it wasnt going to be long before
someohe put two and two +03e+¥\er and ﬁgured out

‘H\«ﬁ' we must )no\Ve )nacl someﬂ\iha to do wH')n it.



Rowle)/ was_starting to panic, and T dont

blame Kim, either. Tf +he +ruth ever came out

about how the Cheese disa??eared, Rowle)/ would

be finished. He'd have +o move out of the state,

and ma}/be even the couh+r)/.
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ﬂm-r's when T decided 4o sPeak vp.

T +old everyohe that T knew what }\a‘)‘)ehed to
the Cheese. T said T was sick of it beihg on the
black‘l‘o? ,and T Just decided o aet rid of it once

and for all.

For a second +¥\ere, eVeryohe J'us+ froze. T
‘H\ou\g}ﬁ' Peoﬂe were going to start -H\o\hkihs me

for what T did, but boy, was L wrong.

T rea“y wish T had worded my s+or7l a little
c}i-ﬁerehﬂy. Becauvse if T threw away the Cheese,
guess what that meant? T+ meant that T have

‘H\e C)neese Touch.

SEREAM!
ak
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JUNE
Well, if Rowley appreciated what T did for him
last week, he hasnt said it. But weVe started

}xo\hsihs out after school again, so T guess that

‘means me and him are back to normal.

TAPER
NEHBH (E%#@W%HAHA'

_________________________________________________________________ HHEHD“WW —

T con }\ohes-Hy say that so far, havihs +he

Cheese Touch hasn+t been all that bad.

T+ got me out of cloihg +he Sc}uare Dance uvnit



To&ay was the last clo\;/ of school, and -H\e;/

_Egmki_Qut_%cgrbooks_gf_tir__ﬁighﬂl_\zgrioAJ _________________________________ -
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T ﬂi?\)ed to the Class Favorites page, and

)nere’s ‘H\e ‘)ic+ure ‘H\oﬁ' was wai+ih3 for me.

Rowlley ) fferson

Al T can say is, if ahyohe wants a free yearbook,

‘H\e)l can Jis one out of -H\e +ro\s)n cah in H\e



You know, Rowley can have Class Clown for all T

But f o for bis britd

T Just remind _him that he was the 3u7/ who ate

+he .
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T'll be famous one cln)r, but for now T'm s-

n mi&dle sc\'\oo| wi‘l'h a buhch of morons.

MORONS

k&

Being a kid can really stink. And no one knows this be
than Greg Heffley, who finds himself thrust into mi
school, where undersized weaklings share the hall
with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving.

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid, author and illustrator Jeff Ki
introduces us to an unlikely hero. As Greg says in his d

Just dont Ex?&‘.ﬂ’f me to be all “Dear D;
this and “Dear Pinry“ +hat.



Luckily for us, what Greg Heffley says he won't do a
what he actually does are two very different things.
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